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1.0 Introduction  
The Cranborne Chase and West Wiltshire Downs AONB stretches from Wimborne in the south east to 
Warminster in the north, covering an area of 981 sq. kms (379 sq. miles). It extends across the rolling 
plateau of Cranborne Chase to the steep chalk escarpments which lead down into the lush valleys of the 
River Nadder and the Vale of Wardour, then runs up again onto the chalk of the West Wiltshire Downs, 
until the Wylye Valley forms the northern boundary. 
 
 

 
 
 
The AONB is a deeply rural area with scattered villages and narrow roads. The AONB comprises all or 
part of 104 parishes and has a resident population of approximately 33,000. 
Visit the AONB website to find out more www.ccwwdaonb.org.uk 
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1.1 AONB team and Structure 
During this year, Communications Officer Nicky Matthews left the team to concentrate on her growing 
consultancy business. The communications role had reduced in size in recent times, so Harry Bell 
picked up creation and maintenance of the Partnership’s on-line presence. 
 
  

 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

Partnership Forum 
Open meeting of interested parties and individuals from over 100 organisations and businesses, 

coming together to debate and discuss topical local issues and the local impact of national 
policies. 

Partnership Panel 
Alliance of 19 local, regional and national organisations that guide the implementation of the 

Management Plan. The Local Authority and Departmental funding bodies are represented. The 
Panel acts as the governing body for the AONB Team, meeting three times a year. It is lead by 

an independent Chair and Vice-Chair. 
 

Steering Group 
Local Authority and Natural England Officers, providing advice and support to the Director. The 
Group has a focus on the Annual Delivery Plan, ensuring that the objectives and policies in the 

five year Management Plan are met. 

 

AONB Team 
Linda Nunn        FT    AONB Director 
David Blake       FT    Project Development Officer 
Richard Burden PT    Landscape and Planning Officer 
Anne Carney     PT    Funding & Partnerships Officer 
Shirley Merrick  PT    Support Officer 
Jo Taylor           PT    Support Officer 
Harry Bell          2 days a week, contracted to undertake GIS work and communications. 
 
Externally funded project staff: 
Tracy Adams    PT     Farmland Birds Project (funded by Wessex Water) 
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1.2 Representation on the AONB Partnership Panel 2014-15 
 
Chairman:  Mr James Stanford, OBE. 
Vice Chairman: Michael Mounde 
One/Two Members and/or one Officer from the nine Local Authorities: 

• Wiltshire Council 

• Dorset County Council 

• Hampshire County Council 

• Somerset County Council 

• East Dorset District Council 

• North Dorset District Council 

• New Forest District Council 

• Mendip District Council 

• South Somerset District Council 
 
One representative from those organisations with a specialist, regional or national interest in the AONB: 
o Natural England 

• Campaign to Protect Rural England 

• Forestry Commission 

• Community representatives from the Wiltshire and Dorset areas of the AONB. 
 
Mr Stanford announced his intention to resign the Chairmanship in the autumn of 2014. Next year, a new 
Chair will be appointed. 
 

1.3 Delivery Plan 2014-15 
The Delivery Plan is compiled from the AONB management Plan and sets out the work programme for 
the AONB team and partners. The Delivery Plan for this financial year contained 85 separate actions.  
 
Many of these actions comprise work that is on-going and part of the core functions of this AONB team, 
such as responses to planning applications and policy or communications with partner organisations and 
local communities. 
 
A ‘traffic light’ system was applied to the Delivery Plan actions to indicate green for those actions that 
were proceeding or completed, amber for those in progress, but with work still required, and red for 
those which had stalled for some reason. 
 
Of the 85 actions, 63 actions were green, 21 amber and 1 that was deemed to be red. This was to have 
“100 volunteers signed up to undertake work within the AONB”. This has not happened mainly due to 
on-going delays regarding the Countryside Centre and the fact that the team does not wish to raise 
expectations. Beginning a volunteer programme is not something to take on lightly and a part time post 
focussed on volunteer recruitment and management would be highly preferable. Any such post would be 
part of a larger bid for funding to the Heritage Lottery Fund. 
 

1.4 The National Association for AONB 
The Partnership is one of the 46 members of the AONB Family. Vice-chairman Michael Mounde sits on 
the NAAONB Board, holding the Advocacy and Policy Portfolio. Though the detailed activity of each 
AONB team varies according to local circumstances, collectively the AONB Family has identified four 
common objectives: 
 

• Conserve and enhance the natural and cultural heritage of the UK’s Areas of Outstanding Natural 
Beauty, ensuring they can meet the challenges of the future 

• Support the economic and social well-being of local communities in ways which contribute to the 
conservation and enhancement of natural beauty 

• Promote public understanding and enjoyment of the nature and culture of Areas of Outstanding 
Natural Beauty and encourage people to take action for their conservation 
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• Value, sustain and promote the benefits that the UK’s Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty 
provide for society, including clean air and water, food, carbon storage and other services vital to 
the nation’s health and well-being. 

 
Every year one or more members of the team or Panel attend the Landscapes for Life National 
Association Conference. The 2014 L4L Conference “Sharing, Learning, Inspiring” was at Penrith, 
Cumbria. Michael Mounde and David Blake attended. 
 
The AONB team has been involved in National Association work. Linda Nunn has attended Lead 
Officer’s Meetings and the Association AGM. Richard Burden has contributed to the Planning Group, 
sharing expertise and experience on national issues such as renewable energy installations, strategic 
transport issues and the National Planning Policy Framework among others. David Blake was involved 
in a Peer to Peer Mentoring programme “Improving relationships with the private sector”. This was 
funded via the HLF Catalyst Fund and produced two documents designed to assist AONB partnerships 
secure non-Exchequer funding to better deliver the objectives of AONB designation. 
 

1.5 Annual Forum 
The Annual Forum took place on 1st July at the New Remembrance Hall, Charlton.  
 
The annual Planning & Transportation Seminar was incorporated into the Annual Forum. Linda Nunn 
updated attendees on the work of the team and there were two presentations. The first was by Bob 
Mizon M.B.E, F.R.A.S who spoke about how the Cranborne Chase AONB could achieve ‘Dark Night Sky 
Reserve’ status.  
The second was a round-up of the 1914 commemorative projects that were happening in the AONB. 
After lunch, people participated in a number of workshops to develop AONB activity and the Travelling 
Planetarium was demonstrated. 
 
Bob Mizon addressed the AONB Forum on the subject of Dark Night Sky status. 
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AONB Project Funding was used to support the Partnership’s Dark Night Skies ambition: 
o Completion of Sky Quality Meter (SQM) readings across the AONB - three advisory meetings with 

British Astronomical Association; development of 2 year programme towards Dark Night Sky Reserve 
application 

o ‘Benefits of Dark Night Skies’ and ‘How You can Help Enhance Dark Night Skies’ leaflets - promotion 
of dark night skies and application for DNS reserve status 

 
Meetings with Brecon Beacons, Exmoor National Park and the UK Coordinator for the British 
Astronomical Association (Campaign for Dark Skies), have helped enormously in the aim to achieve 
Dark Night Sky status within the next two years. A number of awareness-raising public stargazing events 
will be organised for in 2015/16, consultation meetings with Local Authorities will be required and further 
advisory meetings are planned with the British Astronomical Association and a board member of the 
International Dark Sky Association to which the application for reserve status will be made. It is hoped to 
submit the application by the end of 2016-17. 
 
o ‘Stellar Skywalk’ - a story telling event as part of Dorset’s ‘Sting in the Tale’ – A Festival of Stories  
This play focussed on appreciation of the dark night skies of the AONB 
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2.0 Projects 
 
2.1 Sustainable Development Fund (SDF) 
Each year, the Partnership sets aside an amount of money to be used as a community fund. Applicants 
are invited to present projects that meet an identified need, supports the objectives of the Management 
Plan and has significant impact on community life, the environment or the local economy.  
 
During the financial year 2014-15, the SDF awarded £4000 to four projects. This levered in match 
funding in cash or kind, that enabled the SDF awards to have a total value of about £25,500. 
 

Project Award 
Woodcutts Finger Post: the restoration of a traditional wooden finger post. £400 
The National Trust, Stourhead. Stourhead: Changed Forever is an arts and history 
project that uses the experience of one member of the Hoare family to 
commemorate the impact that the outbreak of war in 1914 had on local families. 
 

£1000 

Sutton Mandeville Heritage Trust: a project to renovate and restore some of the 
military cap badge emblems that were created on the Fovant and Sutton 
escarpments between 1914 – 1918. 
 

£2000 

Maiden Bradley Parish Council: a project to refurbish the outdoors space around the 
Memorial Hall to make it into a village war memorial and a space that can be used by 
groups renting the Hall. 

£600 

 
Sutton Down in 2014 and in 1920, showing the emblems of the ‘Shiny 7th’ (7th London Battalion) and the Royal 
Warwickshire Regiment that will be restored by the Sutton Mandeville Heritage Trust. 
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2.2 South Wiltshire Farmland Bird Project 
This project continues to enjoy great success. However, the need for it has never been greater, as 
attested to in “Wild Bird Populations in England, 1970 to 2013” (published by Department for 
Environment, Food & Rural Affairs) which was released on 24 October 2014.  
 
It makes for uncomfortable reading, particularly the section on farmland birds. “By 2013, the England 
breeding farmland bird index had fallen by 56 per cent to a level less than half that of 1970. The largest 
declines in farmland bird populations occurred between the late seventies and the early nineties, but 
there has been a statistically significant decline of 7% between 2007 and 2012.” Full report is here: 
https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/wild-bird-populations-in-england 
 
During 2014/15, the project’s main outputs were: 

� 39 farm visits covering 12,500 ha (30,888 acres)  
� 16 Wessex Water pipeline visits 
� 12 advisory visits to farmers and landowners 
� 7 visits to monitor nesting lapwing & tree sparrow boxes 
� a significant increase in breeding pairs of tree sparrows 
� installation of 12 barn owl boxes and 10 kestrel boxes in the Wylye Valley 
� 4 visits to discuss turtle dove project and the purchase of whoosh nets to enable a PhD project to 

bring in an estimated £10,000 of expertise to the AONB. 
� 4 blog articles; 2 talks to 65 members of public; 1 farmer training event; 1 radio interview; 1 

mention on BBC news website 
� Tracy Adams was awarded  BASIS Certificate in Conservation Management  

 
The majority of the year was worked part-time. Some funding was clawed back from Natural England to 
support additional time for Tracy Adams. This funding decision was unanimous by the South West 
Farmland Bird Partnership, and is testimony to the professional respect that Tracy has built up since 
2009. 
 
The project is now fully funded by the private sector partner Wessex Water: partly through their Partner’s 
Programme and partly through a mitigation measure that was part of the planning permission for the 
Water Supply Grid Project in South Wiltshire. 

 

South Wiltshire Farmland Conservation 
Project 

 
A bid to the Wessex Water Partners 
Programme 2015 – 2020 was successful.  
This will bring in £15,000 per year to 
support the work, an increase of £5,000 
per year from this source. The project’s 
emphasis will remain on building excellent 
relationships with farmers in the AONB, 
but with broader aims: 
 

• Farmer ownership of environmental 
issues. 

• Building on the relationships forged 
over 6 years. 

• Priority habitats and species 
conserved. 

• Reduced diffuse pollution from 
agricultural land.  

 
The project will use the ‘cluster approach’ 
to secure farmer involvement and 
sustained interest. We will also work more 
closely with the Catchment Partnerships. 
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2.3 Stepping Stones Project 
The Stepping Stones Project was conceived as a result of the Big Chalk Partnership bid to the Nature 
Improvement Area (NIA) competition in 2011. Big Chalk was in the final 15 applications considered, but 
was unsuccessful in being one of the 12 NIA designations.  
 
The Stepping Stones project was designed by the three main protagonists of the Big Chalk partnership1, 
in response to entreaties from Natural England; to deliver some of the landscape scale benefit 
envisaged in the original Big Chalk partnership working that has taken place since 2010.  
 
Agreement was reached early in 2012 that the Partnership would seek to go ahead with a new project 
plan and an application was made to Natural England for £30,000 on the 27th April 2012 for one year of 
activity. After some negotiation, an offer of grant was made by Natural England on the 8th October for 
£139,395 over three years with a further addendum on 25th January that reduced the offer to 
£105,658.41. Work on the ground could then begin. 
 
The strategic aims of the project were: 

• To connect areas of generally high quality habitat within the area that was proposed as the Big 
Chalk NIA.  

• To connect individual high quality sites; principally County Wildlife Sites (CWS), Sites of Special 
Scientific Interest (SSSI) and the National Nature Reserves (NNR).  

• To enhance areas adjacent to high quality sites; buffering valuable habitat. 

• To create spaces for collaboration and sharing best practice between organisations and 
individuals. 

• To facilitate the inclusion and involvement of a large number of local volunteers and 
organisations in the design, delivery and monitoring of the project. 

• To optimise the impact of the Environmental Stewardship Scheme at landscape scale. 
 
Twenty-eight sites were worked on, creating or improving 344 ha of chalk grassland. The sites can be 
viewed on the BARS web site: http://ukbars.defra.gov.uk/mapping/actionmap (select BARS actions and 
then filter the results by organisation “Cranborne Chase & West Wilts Downs AONB”). The project 
levered in nearly £58,000 of cash and in-kind effort; although this is based on low estimates of value. 
Voluntary participants included school children and local people. The innovative habitat mapping and 
proven techniques will provide a basis for larger projects in the future. 
 
Project 
Area 
 
 

                                                 
1 Cranborne Chase & West Wiltshire Downs Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty, North Wessex Downs Area of 
Outstanding Natural Beauty and Wiltshire Wildlife Trust. 
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2.4 Foundations of Archaeology  
A funding bid was initiated that would bringing local people and archaeological expertise together to 
explore the legacy of the founding fathers of British archaeology, to raise awareness of conservation 
issues for archaeological sites and to promote access and engagement in the heritage-rich landscape of 
the AONB.  
 

2.5 Ancient Tree Project   
The Cranborne Chase AONB holds thousands of very special individual trees. Within the ancient 
woodlands can be found huge old forest giants and in the hedgerows and along the lanes ancient 
coppice stools still exist. The parks and gardens that grace the houses of the area hold wonderful exotic 
trees of great interest and antiquity. The Donheads and Vale of Wardour are areas particularly rich in 
ancient and veteran trees. We are working with partners such as the Ancient Tree Forum and voluntary 
parish tree wardens to record, monitor and conserve these special trees. They hold reservoirs of 
biodiversity not found elsewhere and are also of great social and cultural importance. 
Carrying on from the work of the volunteers in the five Hampshire parishes during 2012, volunteers in 
the Donhead parishes will be trained so that they can identify the ancient and veteran trees that remain 
in the landscape and plant a new generation of special trees. Steve Russell (Woodland & Countryside 
Management Ltd www.woodlandcountrysidemanagement.com) has been retained to carry out the 
training and coordination, using funds from the AONB Project Funds. In 2014/15, the voluntary effort in 
getting the project off the ground was valued at £2,000. 
 

The first Donheads Ancient Tree 
Project training day was held at 
Wincombe Park. 
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2.6 Big Chalk Integrated Project (EU LIFE) 
This national collaboration project began in late 2014. It is being led by South Downs National Park 
(SDNPA). It includes over 10 protected landscapes. David Blake from this AONB is working with the 
SDNPA to develop a proposal to the European Commission for Technical Assistance with the full 
application. 
Potentially, it is a £15 million core project with £20 million of associated benefits across southern 
England. It is expected that this bid to be in preparation for 2 to 3 years. Defra, Natural England and 
Environment Agency are assisting and advising. In Cranborne Chase AONB, we would expect this to 
deliver the whole of the Hampshire Avon System into Good Environmental Condition. 
 

 
 
2.7 Fixed Point Photography 
The first Fixed Point Photography sites were agreed with the National Trust. 
These are sited at the iconic Win Green viewpoint and on Melbury Hill. 

  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The base plate for a 
Fixed Point Photography 
site is levelled and 
concreted into place on 
Melbury Hill. 

An Integrated Project of the kind 
envisaged in Big Chalk would: 
 

• Target whole river basin district; 

• Deliver multiple benefits; 

• Plan and implement measures and 
achieve protected area objectives; 

• Target land use change to protect 
sensitive areas and achieve good 
status 

• Remove hydro-morphological barriers 
from source to sea. 

 
Map shows the Hampshire Avon 
catchment, a significant proportion of 
which is within the AONB. 
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The fixed point apparatus will allow repeated photographs to be taken over time to assess change in the 
landscape.  

 
2.8 Sustainable Rural Tourism 
A consultation event was provided at The Crown, Alvediston, in the Chalke Valley on 27th February. 
Twenty people attended and gave a positive response to extending the sustainable rural tourism 
initiative into that valley. The web site was launched to coincide with the Cecil Beaton exhibition at 
Salisbury Museum.  
 
The South West Wiltshire Area Board generously offered £5,000 match funding to complete ‘Discover 

Chalke Valley’. The website is now up and running (www.discoverchalkevalley.org.uk). Discover Nadder 
–The Discover Nadder website (www.discovernadder.org.uk  ) is set up and being utilised and Visitor 
Welcome Packs have been distributed. ‘Sense of Place’ DVDs have also been distributed that allow 
tourism-related businesses to left descriptive text, quotes from local residents and visitors, together with 
photographs, all free of copyright. ‘Discover Cranborne Chase’ will be the third extension of the rural 
tourism initiative, with hopefully ‘Discover Wylye’ as the fourth. 

 
3.0 Other news in 2014 
 
3.1 Charitable Incorporated Organisation 
After much discussion on the best way forward, trustees for a Charitable Incorporated Organisation 
(CIO) were selected and a ‘Friends Group’ set up as a precursor to the CIO. Garry King (Hampshire 
County Council), Chairman of the Friends, and Richard Munro, Treasurer, have set up an account with 
Santander. A constitution has been agreed and signed by Linda Nunn and the Trustees.  
The future CIO will be an independent organisation but work in partnership with the AONB to help deliver 
the objectives of the Management Plan. It may also assist with volunteer recruitment and the 
organisation of an annual events programme. 
 

3.2 The AONB Team Moved! 
It was very sad to leave the Cranborne office, as we had been there for ten years, but the team moved 
on to Wimborne with very little fuss.  
 

3.3 The Hart 
‘The Hart’ newsletter is now sent as an E-bulletin to reduce costs. There are 2,785 subscribers. If you 
would like to be emailed a copy then please contact the team or sign up via the AONB web site 
www.ccwwdaonb.org.uk . 
 

3.4 Heart of Wessex Leader programme 
LEADER is a community-led European funding programme that supports rural community development. 
The planning, decision making and implementation is done at a local level, carried out by Local Action 
Groups (LAGs). The LAGs are made up of private, public and community sector volunteers with a wide 
range of experience and knowledge of local rural issues.  
 
They form part of the Rural Development Programme for England (RDPE) 2014-2020 Funding 
Programme supported by the Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs (Defra) through the 
European Union’s LEADER Programme. LAGs will have the ability to support innovative projects that 
best address the local priorities via 6 priority objectives namely support for increasing farm productivity; 
micro and small enterprises and farm diversification; rural tourism; rural services; cultural and heritage 
activity and increasing forestry productivity. 
 
Anne Carney worked with Sarah Dyke-Bracher to produce the Local Development Strategy for the 2014 
‘Heart of Wessex bid for Leader funding. Anne and Sarah conducted four community consultations 
events within the AONB together with two specialist farming and forestry meetings. Anne also liaised 
with the Northern Dorset and Plain Action bid groups. 
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Contact details for LAGs covering the AONB 
 
Name of LAG Area of AONB 

covered 

Allocation Contact 

The Heart of 

Wessex  

Wiltshire + 

Somerset 

£1.74m Sarah Dyke-Bracher 

Tel: 07826 907361 

Email: sarah@heartofwessex.co.uk 

Web: http://www.heartofwessex.co.uk/  

Northern 

Dorset  

North + East 

Dorset 

£1,57m James Roberts 
 
Tel: 01305 225525 
Email: j.a.roberts@dorsetcc.gov.uk  

Web: https://dorsetleader.org.uk/about/  
  

New Forest New Forest  £1,43m Sally Igra 
 
Tel: 02380 285588 

Email: Sally.Igra@NFDC.gov.uk  

Web: www.newforestleader.org.uk 

 

3.5 Game Management 
The AONB has continued to take a lead in developing protected area policy around game management. 
David Blake visited Exmoor National Park Authority to share our experience and helped organise the 
National Association for AONB participation in the CLA Game Fair. 
 

3.6 Countryside Centre and Charitable Incorporated Organisation. 
The search continues for a location for the proposed Countryside Centre with some good sites coming 
forward: watch this space! 
 

3.7 GIS and Communications 
Harry Bell has carried out a variety of work in the last 12 months, including: 

• 3D visualisation and ‘viewshed analyses’ in support of Planning Advisor consultation regarding Wind 

Farm and Photovoltaic planning applications. 

• production of high quality mapping in conjunction with funding bids.  

• production of mapping for the Sixpenny Handley phonebox project.  

• maintenance of internal GIS systems and updating of OS and external agency GIS data.  

• production of GIS maps and posters as required by team colleagues.  

• design and maintenance of AONB related websites (Historic Landscape, Woodfair, Discover Nadder, 

Discover Chalke Valley) He has begun to develop a new version of the main web site.  

• maintaining the Partnership’s on-line presence and profile through social media.  

• design of, writing and publication of bi-monthly E-Bulletins.  

• liaison with parish councils, businesses and other partners.  

• providing social media training to AONB tourism businesses.  

He has delivered a more varied and diverse remit than ever before; which has in turn increased the 

value derived by the Partnership from the Jubilee Computing contract.  
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3.8 Planning and Transportation 
The Landscape & Planning Adviser continued to be a key role in the AONB Team. Two hundred and 
forty-six responses to planning applications were made during the 2014-15 period; many of which 
focussed on field-scale scale photo voltaics and large replacement dwellings. Eighteen of those 
applications were subsequently withdrawn, and thirty applications were refused, although not necessarily 
as a result of AONB comment. 
 In addition, Richard Burden was involved in a variety of other highly specialised work. 

• 13 policy consultations, including for CIL, local plans and EiPs and responses to Inspector 
modifications. 

• He has been in discussion with Scottish and Southern Electric, as well as colleagues in other AONB, 
on the next cycle of undergrounding projects. 

• He responded to consultation rounds regarding the NPPF and a proposed NPPF Guidance 
document.  

• The closure of the C13 route at Dinah’s Hollow and related ongoing issues produced a considerable 
number of local community concerns. Richard provided guidance to local residents as well as our 
colleagues in Highways and Planning. 

• Richard and Harry visited the South Downs National Park Authority to provide their experience of 
measuring and communicating tranquillity issues. 

• He was involved in the Wiltshire Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) Examination; making 
contributions and attending meetings. 

• He was involved in the North Dorset Local Plan Examination, contributions and supplementary 
clarifications. 

 

 
 

4.0 Financial summary 
 
The AONB Partnership has continued to deliver cost-savings year-by-year and in-year. Salaries, travel 
expenses and the running / core costs were reduced to £244,226. The Project Fund in 2014/15, not 
including the Sustainable Development Fund, was £18,684. 
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The projects funded were: 
 

• Charitable Incorporated Organisation (CIO) – funds transferred into a 'Friends of Cranborne 
Chase AONB' account in preparation for setting up the CIO 

• A touch screen Local Information Point at The Chalke Valley Stores in Broadchalke  

• ‘Discover Chalke Valley’ rural tourism project; which was matched with £5,000 of funding from 
Wiltshire Council’s South West Area Board. 

• Updates to the ‘Discover Nadder and Discover Chalke Valley’ web sites 

• Discover Chalke Valley ‘Visitor Welcome’ folders - 7 walks, 2 cycle routes plus introductory leaflet 

• IT / media training session for rural tourism businesses in February 2015 

• Donhead Ancient Tree Project - community led project locating and recording the existing 
ancient/veteran trees; proposing long term retentions of future ancient and veteran trees; some new 
planting 

• 'Stepping Stones' chalk grassland enhancement Chilmark Horticultural Society project growing 
wildflower plant plugs for transplant, bringing in an estimated £500 of voluntary effort. 

• Stellar Skywalk - a play focussing on appreciation of the dark night skies of the AONB as part of the 
Sting in The Tale series of interactive activities 

• Whoosh nets for Turtle Dove project - British Trust for Ornithology (BTO) in conjunction with South 
Wiltshire Farmland Bird Project to enable turtle doves to be safely caught and ringed 

• Initial desk based research into potential for a major Heritage Trail around the AONB - completed by 
Wyvern Heritage; 6 options offered for further development  

• Completion of Sky Quality Meter (SQM) readings across the AONB - three advisory meetings with 
British Astronomical Association; development of 2 year programme towards Dark Night Sky 
Reserve application 

• General leaflet for the AONB - promotion of AONB to all audiences and especially at Woodfair, Oct 
3rd & 4th 

• ‘Benefits of Dark Night Skies’ and ‘How You can Help Enhance Dark Night Skies’ leaflets - 
promotion of dark night skies and application for DNS reserve status 

 
4.1 Leverage of additional resources 
This small project fund levered in £70,200 of additional funding and estimated voluntary contributions.  
 
The four Sustainable Development Fund projects facilitated a further £27,490: a total of over £95,000 by 
conservative estimate, representing a leverage of £4.20 for every £1 of project funding. 
 
 
 

 


