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Introduction

Cranborne Chase Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty (CCAONB) contains a rich diversity of high quality
and distinctive landscapes which attract people to live, work and visit, and contribute to a sense of
belonging and identity. The CCAONB’s landscapes are nationally recognised and designated for their
character and qualities, reflected in the AONB’s purposes of conserving and enhancing natural beauty.
The Countryside and Rights of Way Act (2000) requires Parishes and Parish Councillors, as well as District
and County Councillors, to have a duty of regard to the purposes of AONB designation.
As well as being the setting for everyday lives, CCAONB’s landscapes also provide areas of beauty and
tranquillity which provide opportunities to improve mental and physical wellbeing. Recognising landscape
in Neighbourhood Plans provides an opportunity to identify what it is that gives the place where you live
its local disinctiveness and unique ‘sense of place’. This can help to ensure that its special qualities and
distinctive characteristics are protected, and enhanced, through the Neighbourhood Planning process.
This Good Practice Note introduces ‘landscape’ as a planning term. It explains why landscape is an
important consideration in Neighbourhood Plans and introduces the range of landscape evidence which
already exists within CCAONB. It then provides practical advice on how the landscape evidence should
be used and presented to inform Neighbourhood Planning Policy. There is also a reference list, providing
internet links to sources of further information.

What is Landscape?
“An area, as perceived by people, whose
character is the result of the action and
interaction of natural and/ or human
factors… it includes natural, rural, urban
and peri-urban areas.
It includes land, inland water and marine
areas. It concerns landscapes that might be
considered outstanding, as well as everyday
or degraded landscapes.”

The NATURAL
ENVIRONMENT
(e.g. geology, landform,
vegetation)
The CULTURAL
ENVIRONMENT
(e.g. field patterns,
historic buildings)

European Landscape Convention, ratified
by the UK in 2006.

LANDSCAPE

AESTHETIC and
PERCEPTUAL qualities
(e.g. views, tranquillity)

The key message is that wherever they are, and whatever their condition,

ALL LANDSCAPES MATTER!
The European Landscape Convention (ELC) is the first international convention to focus specifically on
landscape, and is dedicated to the protection, management and planning of all landscapes in Europe. It
requires landscape to be a mainstream political concern, but also involves the active participation of citizens.
The ELC requires ‘landscape’ to be integrated into regional and town planning policies, and into cultural,
environmental, agricultural, social and economic policies. These obligations have not changed following the
recent UK referendum on EU membership. In accordance with the ELC, the CCAONB Management Plan has a
holistic approach to all aspects of landscapes (social, economic, environmental and aesthetic).
It is important to remember that landscapes are dynamic, and constantly evolving in response to
environmental, social and economic changes. The European Landscape Convention sets out a three-point
approach to help us protect and enhance what we value, and positively guide change within our landscapes:
PROTECT, MANAGE and PLAN.
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Why should landscape be considered?
The National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) (2012) highlights the need to consider the environment
(including landscape) within the planning process. Landscape provides a framework for people to think
about what gives their area its ‘sense of place’, and to manage change in a way which makes a positive
contribution to the character of an area.
“The planning system should contribute to and enhance the natural and local environment by:
Protecting and enhancing valued landscapes... ”
National Planning Policy Framework (2012), para 109.
There is web link to the full NPPF on page 10 of this document. Useful paragraphs of the NPPF include:
• Paragraph 14 and footnote 9, regarding the role of plan-making in achieving sustainable development,
and providing detail on where development should be restricted (for example AONBs, National Parks,
Sites of Special Scientific Interest, Local Green Space, Green Belt, etc.).
• Paragraphs 115 and 116, regarding the status of protection of designated areas (including AONBs).
The diagram below gives examples of landscape elements which can be enhanced through
Neighbourhood Plans.

The built environment:
Distinctive local building styles and materials
(e.g. brick and flint);
traditional road and
settlement patterns.
Natural features: e.g.
rivers, dry valleys,
escarpments, knolls

Historic landscape
features and their
settings: e.g. historic
buildings, churches,
hillforts, archaeological
earthworks, signposts

EXAMPLES OF
FEATURES, CHARACTERISTICS
AND QUALITIES OF THE
LANDSCAPE WHICH CAN BE
CONSERVED AND
ENHANCED THROUGH
NEIGHBOURHOOD PLANS

The agricultural
landscape: Farmsteads,
field boundaries,
new farm buildings,
related rural industries

Open views and
accessibility

Locally distinctive
green space and
vegetation:
e.g. woodlands,
orchards, downland,
village greens
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What landscape evidence is already available?
1)

LANDSCAPE CHARACTER ASSESSMENTS

“Landscape character assessment is a tool
to help understand what the landscape is
like today, how it has come to be like that,
and how it may change in the future. Its
role is to help ensure that change and
development does not undermine whatever
is characteristic or valued about any
particular landscape.”
Landscape Character Assessment
Guidance for England and Scotland, 2002.

Landscape Character Types (LCTs)

are generic types of landscape which can occur in
different places. They have similar characteristics
wherever they occur, and are called by a
descriptive name (e.g. Open Chalk Downland,
Chalk River Valleys, Rolling Clay Vales).

Landscape Character Areas (LCAs)

are geographically unique areas, each with a
distinctive ‘sense of place’. They are called by a
descriptive place-based name (e.g. West Wiltshire
Downs, Ebble River Valley, Vale of Wardour).

Landscape Character Assessments can be undertaken at a range of scales, from national to local. They
identify and describe the Landscape Character Types (LCTs) and/or Landscape Character Areas (LCAs)
which are present. References to key Landscape Character Assessment documents are provided on page
10 of this Note.
• Three National Character Areas cover the majority of CCAONB, and provide a ‘snapshot’ of the area’s
landscape diversity within its national context.
• The Cranborne Chase Landscape Character Assessment (2003) covers the entire AONB. It identifies 8
LCTs, which are sub-divided into 15 LCAs, and provides information on the CCAONB’s landscape history.
• There are also County Landscape Character Assessments which together cover the CCAONB, along
with District Landscape Character Assessments. The District Assessments are often at a greater level
of detail, as shown in the example below.
• Locally-specific Landscape Character Assessments may also be prepared to inform Neighbourhood
Plans (see page 6).

CASE STUDY: The Ebble Valley

The Ebble Valley
Lower Landscape

Character
Assessment

Level of National
local
Wiltshire County
detail
CCAONB
Salisbury
Higher District

Landscape Character Types

Landscape Character Areas

Dorset Downs and Cranborne Chase National Character Area
Chalk River Valleys LCT
Ebble-Avon Chalk River Valley LCA
Chalk River Valleys LCT
Ebble Valley LCA
Broad Chalk River Valley Slopes LCT Ebble Broad Chalk River Valley Slopes LCA
Broad Chalk River Valley Floor LCT Ebble Broad Chalk River Valley Floor LCA
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The map on the left is an extract from the
CCAONB Landscape Character Assessment
(Prepared by LUC, 2003). It shows the 8 LCTs
(in different colours) and 15 LCAs (labelled
with numbers and letters).

The format for Landscape Character
Assessments varies slightly, but all contain
profiles for each LCA/ LCT which typically
include:
• Map and text describing the location of
the LCA/ LCT;
• Summary description and photograph
showing a typical scene;
• Key landscape characteristics (including
natural, cultural and perceptual
elements);
• Forces for change in the landscape;
• Management recommendations or
guidelines to PROTECT, MANAGE and
PLAN.

2)

HISTORIC LANDSCAPE CHARACTERISATION (HLC)

3)

LANDSCAPE DESIGNATIONS AND PROTECTED SITES

This digital map-based resource shows the historic patterns of fields and other historic land uses (e.g.
woodland and common land) which survive in the modern landscape. Some historic landscape character
types are rare and/or locally distinctive, and these should be protected where possible. CCAONB also has a
Historic Environment Action Plan (See back page for web addresses).
There are many relevant landscape-based designations which should be respected (and ideally enhanced)
through the Neighbourhood Planning process. Information about these designations and protected sites
(maps and links to citations) can be found on the MAGIC website (see back page for details) and on the
Proposals Map of your Local Plan. Information about landscape designations and protected sites can also
be found, along with lots of other relevant facts and figures, in the National Character Areas profiles. The
Campaign to Protect Rural England (CPRE) website also has information on tranquillity and dark skies.

Level of
Designation
International
National

Local

Designations primarily
based on landscape
quality and character
Area of Outstanding Natural
Beauty, National Park

Areas of Great Landscape
Value; Local Green Space
(see page 9).

Other protected landscape features, sites and
areas
Special Area of Conservation
Site of Special Scientific Interest; Ancient woodland;
National Nature Reserve; Scheduled Monument;
Registered Historic Parks and Gardens; Listed
Building
County/ Local Wildife Site; Local Nature Reserve;
Conservation Area; Tree Preservation Order;
Important Hedgerows
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How should the landscape evidence be used?

There are a number of ways in which landscape evidence can be used to inform Neighbourhood Plans:

1)

Use the descriptions within existing Landscape Character Assessments and designations to

IDENTIFY LOCALLY DISTINCTIVE LANDSCAPE FEATURES, CHARACTERISTICS AND
SPECIAL QUALITIES which can be protected, managed or enhanced through the

Neighbourhood Plan. These elements could relate to the natural environment (e.g. trees/ woodland),
the cultural environment (e.g. distinctive building styles) and/or perceptual qualities of the landscape
(e.g. views or tranquillity) [REFER TO DIAGRAM ON PAGE 3]. To find Landscape Character Assessment
information relevant to your area visit the CCAONB and Local Authority website links on the back
page of this Note, or look directly under the Evidence Base of your Local Plan.

2)

Use the ‘Forces for change’ or ‘Management guidelines’ sections within existing Landscape
Character Assessments to IDENTIFY LANDSCAPE ISSUES OF LOCAL CONCERN which
could be addressed through Neighbourhood Plan policies. For example:

Issue

Example of Policy Response

Are there pressures to develop on locally
distinctive green areas (e.g. traditional
orchards, meadows, etc.) that are valued by
the local community?
Are modern developments of a bland design
which fail to reflect local distinctiveness in
building styles and settlement patterns?

Propose designation as Local Green Space to
safeguard the area against future development
(see page 9).

Would development within land allocated in
the Local Plan obscure or detract from
important views that contribute to local
distinctiveness and landscape quality?

Open Chalk Downland Landscape Character Type;
Southern Downland Belt Landscape Character Area

Identify distinctive building styles, materials,
features, vernacular details and traditional
settlement patterns in a local/ village design
statement, and require developers to take account
of this in the design of new development.
Identify local iconic views from publicly
accessible locations and propose a policy requiring
new development to respect these views.

Wooded Chalk Downland Landscape Character
Type; Cranborne Chase Landscape Character Area

CRANBORNE CHASE AONB GOOD PRACTICE NOTE: USING LANDSCAPE CHARACTER ASSESSMENTS IN NEIGHBOURHOOD PLANNING

3)

If you feel inspired to engage further with your local landscape, or you don’t feel that the
special qualities of your own area have been sufficiently described in existing Landscape Character
Assessments, you could CONDUCT YOUR OWN ADDITIONAL RESEARCH, or undertake a
NEIGHBOURHOOD-SCALE LANDSCAPE CHARACTER ASSESSMENT. Please contact
CCAONB for advice if you are interested in doing this.

Landscape Character Assessment in practice
Photo © Fiona Fyfe

OTHER SOURCES OF INFORMATION

Cranborne Chase AONB has prepared a number of Position Statements, Fact Sheets and Advice Notes
which provide additional information on specific aspects of the landscape, and specific types of
development. All are available through the CCAONB website (see back page for details). Design
Guidance is also available on Conserving and Enhancing the Landscape Settings of our Rural Highways.

Position Statements
1) Light pollution
2) Historic parks and gardens
3) The relevance of the setting of the AONB
4) Historic Landscape Characterisation
5) Renewable energy
6) Good enough to approve in an AONB
7) Affordable parking at transport nodes
8) Farm diversification
9) Field-scale photovoltaic panels

Fact Sheets and Good Practice Notes
1) Section 85 duty of regard to purposes of
AONB designation
2) Policies for the AONB in Local Plans and
Local Development Frameworks
3) European Landscape Convention
4) Historic Landscape Characterisation
6) Colour and integrating developments into
the landscape
7) Good external lighting
8) New agricultural buildings
A guide to keeping horses in protected
landscapes
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How do I present landscape policies effectively
within the Neighbourhood Plan?
Remember that there is no need to repeat existing general landscape policies already covered by a Local
Plan.
Neighbourhood Plans provide an ideal opportunity to identify, conserve and enhance landscape elements
which contribute to local distinctiveness and ‘sense of place’. Examples of landscape elements which
could be covered through a Neighbourhood Plan include hedgerows, vernacular buildings, waymarking,
village form and building/ plot frontages. Whatever your topic, it is very important that your
Neighbourhood Plan contains clear and logical connections between landscape evidence and related
policies.
The illustration below uses rural settlement boundary features as an example to show how the
conservation of distinctive landscape features could be addressed in a Neighbourhood Plan. However, in
some parts of CCAONB, rural settlement boundaries may be adequately protected under existing Local
Plan policies, and there may be other landscape-based topics which are more relevant in that area.

EVIDENCE BASE

presenting the relevant
information from Landscape
Character Assessments and
landscape designations.
This can go in the
introduction of the
Neighbourhood Plan, or in
an Appendix.

LOCAL
OBJECTIVES FOR
LANDSCAPE
ENHANCEMENT

based on the evidence base.

LANDSCAPE
POLICIES

(to protect, manage and
plan) to put these objectives
into practice.

Rural Settlement Boundary Features

The CCAONB Landscape Character Assessment, County and
District Landscape Character Assessments all identify loss of
rural settlement boundary features (such as hedgerows, walls
and estate railings) as being a force for change within our
Landscape Character Area. Our research has shown that a
particular concern is the increasing use of non-traditional
boundary materials such as coniferous hedges, close-board
fencing and urban-style gates. These do not fit with traditional
village character, cause new developments to stand out within
the landscape, and often contribute to a surburbanising effect.

Objective 1:
Maintaining Rural Settlement Boundary Features

Traditional settlement boundary features such as estate railings,
walls and hedgerows will be protected. Boundaries associated
with new developments within the Plan area will be sympathetic
to traditional styles, materials and species. Surburban influences
will be minimised.

Protect traditional boundary features such as walls and
estate railings. Ensure appropriate management of traditional
hedgerows and property boundaries which integrate the village
with its surrounding landscape. Plan to identify and record locally
important and distinctive boundary features and materials, and for
these to be taken into account in the design of any new
development within the Plan area.
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Local Green Space
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The ability to identify Local Green Space is a power for Parish/ Town Councils and Neighbourhood Forums
set out in the National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF). Local communities can now identify green
areas of particular importance in order to protect them from development except in very special
circumstances. Local Green Space designation does not apply to extensive tracts of land, and there are a
number of qualifying criteria which must be met, including the special nature of the space in question (See
NPPF paragraphs 76 and 77).
Landscape Character Assessments can be used to support a proposed Local Green Space through
reference to its beauty, tranquillity, local distinctiveness etc. Further information is provided on the
National Planning Practice Guidance website.
Local Green Spaces can be covered by Landscape Policies in a Neighbourhood Plan, for example: Protect
Local Green Space that is of particular importance to the Neighbourhood/ Parish and which fulfils key criteria
as outlined in the National Planning Policy Framework.

Beech avenues are typical features within the CCAONB
landscape which contribute to its distinctive sense of place

Things to remember

Neighbourhood Plans must have regard to the relevant statutory duties regarding landscape and the
conservation of the natural environment (e.g. protection of landscape quality in AONBs and National
Parks). The legislation is set out in various Acts and Regulations, which can be accessed through the
Government Planning Portal (see link on back page).
Neighbourhood Plan policies must be in general conformity with strategic policies in a current Local
Plan. When considering your Neighbourhood Plan, ask yourself: ‘Do existing policies in the Local Plan
adequately protect valued and distinctive local landscape features, characteristics and qualities?’ If the
answer is ‘no’, would an additional policy in the Neighbourhood Plan help?
If your Neighbourhood Plan allocates sites, you will need to demonstrate that you have considered the
sensitivity of the landscape to the proposed allocations, and any adverse visual impacts they may have
(e.g. on sensitive views to/ from nationally-protected landscapes or heritage assets, including their
settings). Any sensitive views should be mapped and recorded within the evidence base. Assessment
of landscape and visual impacts requires a systematic and robust approach, as outlined in best-practice
guidance from the Landscape Institute and Insitute of Environmental Management and Assessment.
This is normally undertaken by landscape professionals.
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Sources of further information
Topic
National Planning Practice
Guidance
General advice on
Neighbourhood
Planning

Organisation

Website

HM Government

http://planningguidance.planningportal.gov.uk

HM Government

http://planningguidance.planningportal.gov.uk/blog/guidance/
neighbourhood-planning/

http://www.pas.gov.uk/neighbourhood-planning
Planning Advisory
Service
Campaign to Protect http://www.cpre.org.uk/resources/housing-and-planning/planRural England (CPRE) ning/item/2689-how-to-shape-where-you-live-a-guide-to-neighbourhood-planning

National Planning Policy
Framework
Guidance on Landscape
Character Assessment
Implementing the European
Landscape Convention
National Landscape
Character Area Profiles
Landscape Designations
(maps and links to text)
CCAONB Home page
CCAONB Landscape
Character Assessment
CCAONB Historic Landscape
Characterisation and Historic
Environment Action Plans
County Landscape Character
Assessments

Locality

http://locality.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/Roadmap-worksheetsmap-May-13.pdf

HM Government

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/national-planning-policy-framework--2

Natural England

https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/396192/landscape-character-assessment.pdf

Natural England

http://publications.naturalengland.org.uk/publication/6361194094919680?category=31019

Natural England

http://publications.naturalengland.org.uk/category/587130

Defra (MAGIC)

http://magic.defra.gov.uk/

CCAONB
CCAONB

http://www.ccwwdaonb.org.uk/

CCAONB

http://www.historiclandscape.co.uk/

Wiltshire

http://www.wiltshire.gov.uk/planninganddevelopment/planningpolicy/landscapeconservation/wiltshirelcafinalreport.htm

Dorset

https://www.dorsetforyou.gov.uk/article/393007/The-Dorset-landscape

Hampshire

http://www3.hants.gov.uk/landscape-and-heritage/hampshire-integrated-character-assessment.htm

District Landscape Character West Wiltshire
Assessments
Salisbury

http://www.ccwwdaonb.org.uk/outstanding-landscapes/landscape-character/

http://www.wiltshire.gov.uk/west_wiltshire_landscape_character_assessment_march_2007_-_final_report.pdf
http://www.wiltshire.gov.uk/south_wiltshire_landscape_character_assessment_2008_-_pages_1-26.pdf
http://www.wiltshire.gov.uk/south_wiltshire_landscape_character_assessment_2008_-_pages_27-56.pdf
http://www.wiltshire.gov.uk/south_wiltshire_landscape_character_assessment_2008_-_pages_57-200.pdf

East Dorset
North Dorset

https://www.dorsetforyou.gov.uk/
NOTE: Search within website to access pdf downloads of District
Landscape Character Assessments

New Forest

http://www.newforest.gov.uk/media/adobe/t/h/landscape_character_assessment.pdf NOTE: Map only.
Contact District Council for full document.

Mendip
South Somerset

http://www.mendip.gov.uk/landscapeassessment1997
https://www.southsomerset.gov.uk/media/339787/the_landscape_of_south_somerset.pdf

Written and designed by Fiona Fyfe Associates on behalf of Cranborne Chase AONB,
based on material originally prepared for the Devon Landscape Policy Group.
August 2016
www.fionafyfe.co.uk

