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Celebrated by artists, archaeologists, scholars and writers, the name 
‘Cranborne Chase’ evokes an ancient landscape with a rich patina of  
interrelated natural, built and cultural assets.  This is a dramatic, distinctive  and 
historic chalk landscape where ‘voices in the landscape’ can still be  heard.  
Along with a sense of remoteness and undeveloped rural character Cranborne  
Chase offers a deep sense of place.  

Located in southwest England, the Cranborne Chase and Chalke Valley Landscape Partnership area 
nestles between the markets towns of Shaftesbury and Blandford Forum on the western edge and, 
and the city of Salisbury on the east.

In natural, historic and cultural terms, this landscape is extraordinarily rich. Evidence of successive 
eras of human activity and settlements are often lost. Here the imprint of man, carved out over the last 
8,000 years, can still be seen. Prehistoric monuments of national importance, historic borderlands, 
ancient field systems, droves and routeways all have stories to tell. The influence of the area’s history 
as a medieval hunting ground is evident in the landscape. This is the haunt of General Pitt Rivers, who 
is considered to be the father of modern archaeology. 

The wonderful mix of important habitats includes some of best, last remaining and unimproved  
chalk grasslands in Europe, large tracts of ancient woodland and crystal clear chalk rivers. Iconic 
species such as dormouse, chalkhill blue butterflies, orchids, harvest mouse and the turtle dove are all 
found here.

The combination of accessibility, isolation and dramatic land-forms of the Chase contributed to its 
becoming a place of retreat for a number of artists during the 20th century including Augustus John,  
Henry Lamb, Ben Nicholson, John Craxton, Lucian Freud, Stanley Spencer, and Elisabeth Frink. It 
continues to provide inspiration for artists and musicians.

It is this interrelationship between the past landscape history and management and the natural 
and cultural features and assets that make this area so distinctive. This is however a landscape 
under threat. These threats include: fragmentation of habitats; the loss and decline of traditional 
management techniques such as coppicing; lack of information on woodland archaeology; excess  
nutrients and sediments  through diffuse pollution on the River Ebble; a lack of suitable access routes  
for disabled users and light pollution which threatens the amazing dark night skies.

In addition the landscape and its heritage are poorly understood by communities living within or 
adjacent, and visitors passing through.  There is an increasing disconnection between people and the 
landscape that surrounds them. 

Through extensive consultation with local communities and organisations a narrative for this 
landscape emerged, leading to an agreed set of priorities for its conservation and long-term care. 

The vision of the Cranborne Chase and Chalke Valley Landscape Partnership is to ensure this 
distinctive landscape survives through modern day pressures and future change. A total of twenty 
projects are proposed which will help to: improve habitats; develop woodland skills; uncover 
new archaeology; protect ancient monuments; capture stories for future generations and foster 
volunteering. A key aim of this Landscape Partnership is to connect the people that live within it and 
on the doorstep, to the landscape and inspire them to play a role in caring for it. 
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Map 1 - The Cranborne Chase and Chalke Valley  
Landscape Partnership Scheme Area

Landscape Partnership 
Area Boundary

AONB Boundary

County Boundaries

Main roads 

Contains OS data © Crown copyright and database right 2018

Total population:

Salisbury 44,748

Fordingbridge 4,474

Blandford 11,694

Shaftesbury 7,314

Wimborne Minster 15,174

Bournemouth & Poole 342,221

Source 2011 Census
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Understanding Landscape  
Partnership Schemes
Landscape Partnership schemes are funded by the Heritage Lottery Fund 
(HLF) through its Landscape Partnership (LP) programme. The LP programme’s 
overarching aim is to provide grants for the conservation and enjoyment of 
areas of distinctive landscape character throughout the UK. 
The Landscape Partnership programme contributes significantly to the UK’s commitment to 
implement the European Landscape Convention (ELC), which aims to strengthen the protection, 
management and planning of landscapes. The ELC has adopted a definition of landscape which 
usefully underpins the Landscape Partnership philosophy (ELC 2000, article 1) 

“an area, as perceived by people, whose character is the result of the action 
and interaction of natural and/or human factors.”

The Landscape Partnership programme seeks to conserve the landscape heritage - both natural and 
cultural - in distinctive landscapes, at the same time delivering benefits for people within and beyond 
the areas the LP schemes cover, in particular in terms of the way people understand, perceive and 
relate to the landscapes they live or work in, or visit. In so doing, LP schemes create a holistic and 
balanced approach to the management of landscape heritage at a landscape-scale and help people 
to connect with it, thereby leading to continued activity and a lasting legacy. 

Landscape Partnership schemes are expected to deliver benefits across all 9 Landscape 
Partnership programme outcomes: 

Outcomes for heritage:  

• better managed 

• in better condition 

• identified/recorded 

Outcomes for people: 

• skills 

• learnt about heritage 

• volunteered time 

Outcomes for communities: 

• negative environmental impacts will be reduced 

• more people and a wider range of people will have engaged with heritage 

• your local area/community will be a better place to live, work or visit

Introduction
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Landscape Partnership Schemes go through a two-round process for approval. 

A first-round application is submitted with outline proposals of who the scheme is likely to involve and 
the nature and range of activities that will engage people with heritage. Detailed plans are provided for 
what is intend within the development phase, with costs, specifications and descriptions for all work 
required to plan the delivery phase effectively.

The second round application is made as a result of the development phase (if it is approved and 
funded) providing detailed plans for all aspects of delivery, match funding, partnership and governance 
arrangements. 

The majority of these details are provided in a Landscape Conservation Action Plan (LCAP) showing 
all the individual projects in the scheme and how they relate to the Landscape Character Assessment, 
needs and opportunities in the area. This document describes how outcomes will be sustained after 
the scheme has ended and how success will be evaluated against the nine outcomes.

 Tall Thistles beside the Allen -  Clare Shepherd



Recollections of growing up in the Chalke Valley

My childhood was spent on the family farm in Coombe Bissett where my father 
was a drowner. From an early age we had to work on the farm: feeding hens, 
collecting eggs, milking cows, even driving tractor and trailer from hile to hile (old 
south west England dialect for stook) at harvest time and treading sheaves on the 
rick. There was also great freedom to roam at will, cycle miles around the valley to 
other villages to visit family and friends, sledge on the lynchetts and grow to know 
and love the flora and fauna, particularly the abundance of orchids. It was the very 
sociable and secure life of a close community, with a focus on the chapel and the 
music made there, particularly the carol singing when a harmonium was put on 
a trailer pulled from place to place by a tractor. The rhythm of the flooding of the 
meadows and the course of the River Ebble which ran through the farm was the 
rhythm of our lives. In the river we played, learned to swim, gathered watercress, 
fished for minnows with jam jar and string, trapped eels, occasionally caught 
crayfish, and devised perilous games on the hatches. 

It is a joy and a privilege still to live in the same river valley, to have that sense 
of place and continuity. I have a wide family network in villages along the length 
of the Chalke Valley and many activities keep that sense of community and 
friendship alive, particularly the music making, with the carol service which I devise 
and rehearse still at the heart of village life. Some of the everyday things of my 
childhood (such as orchids) are now only found in conservation areas, but they 
are still there. The downs on either side of the valley still enfold and almost seem 
to protect it. One of my most rich and abiding childhood memories is lying on my 
back on the downs, watching the skylarks rising above me and listening to their 
song. Larks still soar above the valley and whenever I hear them, or Vaughan 
Williams’ “The Lark Ascending”, it links me to that memory and the timelessness of 
this place. 

7
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Introduction
Located in southwest England, the Cranborne Chase and Chalke Valley 
Landscape Partnership (CCCV LP) area lies within the extensive chalklands 
that stretch north-eastwards from the Dorset coast to Salisbury. Map 1 (page 
4) shows shows the Landscape Partnership area which covers 265 km². The 
boundary of the Landscape Partnership Area has been defined with reference to 
the topography, geology and soils. These in turn have influenced the distinctive 
historic patterns of settlement and field enclosures, and the chalk grassland and 
woodland habitats associated with successive periods of agricultural land use. It 
lies within the Cranborne Chase Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB). 
The CCCV LP lies between the market towns of Shaftesbury and Blandford Forum on the western 
edge, and the village of Coombe Bissett (just west of the city of Salisbury) on the east. It is bounded 
on the western and northern sides by steep chalk escarpments. The eastern boundary has been 
drawn along a dry valley where there is a change in the topography at Coombe Bissett. The southern 
boundary has been extended south of the A354. This has allowed for the inclusion of a prehistoric 
landscape of national importance, and Martin Down National Nature Reserve (NNR) which represents 
the second largest area of uninterrupted chalk downland in Britain. The landscape character, sparse 
settlement pattern within the core of the area and inclusion of Martin Down NNR and the Dorset 
Cursus provides ample justification for the size of the area. 

The CCCV LP area focuses on the traditional heart of the Cranborne Chase Medieval royal hunting 
grounds (known as the ‘inner bounds’), together with the river valley to the north east known locally 
as the Chalke Valley. It encompasses an historic borderland, where the ancient shire boundaries of 
Dorset, Hampshire and Wiltshire coincide. 

The special hunting laws rigorously applied to protect the inner bounds of Cranborne Chase were not 
dissolved until 1829. This has led to the high level of survival of Medieval land use patterns, woodland 
archaeology and a wealth of archaeological sites (including important Prehistoric, Roman and Saxon 
features), in addition to extensive tracts of ancient woodland and lowland calcareous grassland 
habitats. 

There have long been historical, natural and social links between the inner bounds of Cranborne 
Chase and the Chalke Valley. Historic Medieval parishes in the valley provided a slice of river bottom, 
valley sides and open downland grazing beyond. People have traditionally worked and travelled 
across the valley onto the downland areas as well as along the valley bottoms, a story which 
continues today.

The areas’ special qualities include its distinctive character, panoramic views, wealth of wildlife, myriad 
ancient droves and routeways, dark skies awash with stars and its palpable sense of history. The area 
is noted for its deep tranquillity (CPRE Tranquillity Map of England 2006  - http://www.ccwwdaonb.
org.uk/uploads/docs/Publications/Tranquillity_final.pdf)

Cranborne Chase and Chalke Valley 
Landscape Partnership Area
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A Landscape Sensitivity Study (Landscape Sensitivity Study 2007 http://www.ccwwdaonb.org.uk/
uploads/docs/Publications/LandscapeSensitivityMay2007.pdf) carried out in 2007 judged the area 
to be intrinsically fragile. The core of the Cranborne Chase was deemed to be of high sensitivity 
while the Chalke Valley was of moderate to high sensitivity. With mists slowly forming over expansive 
downlands, it can be a moody, evocative landscape, with sights and sounds of bygone times never 
far away. It is an unspoilt and aesthetically pleasing landscape. The Statement of Significance on page 
75 for further details.

Evidence of successive eras of human activity and settlements can often be lost but not here; the 
landscapes offer up evidence of the imprint of man, carved out over the centuries; a continuous 
timeline throughout British history.

Eight thousand years ago, Neolithic peoples first started to change and manage this land. They built 
burial mounds and mysterious constructions, with many still seen today. The Bronze and Iron Ages 
saw the creation of large areas of pasture and arable farmland. The pastures on the downs date from 
these periods. During the Anglo Saxon period, large landholdings began to change rural society. 

This was already a royal hunting area when the Normans invaded. They imposed forest law on the 
area then known as Cranborne Chase. Agricultural expansion continued outside the Chase and by 
the fifteenth century, hedges and walls divided the land into large blocks. This trend continued as 
sheep production became very profitable and the wealthy built large houses with extensive parks. 
Since Forest Law ended in 1829, agriculture has changed rapidly but the settlement patterns are very 
similar to those that existed in the eighteenth century.

This is a deeply rural, sparsely populated area of just under 6,000 people. A further 60,000 people live 
in the adjacent market towns. Just under two million people live within an hour’s drive, this includes 
the conurbation of Poole/Bournemouth/Christchurch. The area covers all or part of 30 modern 
parishes. Larger villages include Sixpenny Handley, Tollard Royal, Ashmore, Berwick St John, Broad 
Chalke, Bishopstone and Coombe Bissett.  

The immense historic and ecological riches are held in high esteem by both local communities and 
visitors, as are the many diverse cultural associations with inspirational artists, writers, sculptors, 
poets, photographers and musicians. Cultural associations offer a greater awareness, understanding 
and appreciation of these evocative landscapes.

It is also a living landscape, which continues to be influenced by those who work with and manage 
the land and contribute to the local rural economy. The landscape provides important ecosystem 
services that deliver benefits such as fresh food, water, fuel and clean air, along with less tangible 
benefits such as inspiration, health and well-being. Conserving and enhancing the tangible and 
intangible aspects of the landscape that provide these services and benefits is a key challenge and 
priority for the future sustainable management of land throughout the Landscape Partnership area.

As sustainable rural tourism begins to evolve, panoramic views, dark skies awash with stars, the 
wealth of wildlife, plethora of historic sites, ancient droves and routeways all offer opportunities for 
exploration, relaxation, walking and cycling, which, in turn, offers growing potential to support this 
fundamentally rural economy.
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The Wider Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty
The CCCV LP lies within the Cranborne Chase Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB). The 
AONB was designated in 1981 and it extends over 981km2 as one of the nation’s finest landscapes; 
an area of high scenic quality that has statutory protection in order to conserve and enhance the 
natural beauty of its landscape. There are currently 46 AONBs in the United Kingdom. Cranborne 
Chase AONB is the sixth largest.

The primary purpose of AONB designation is ‘conserving and enhancing the natural beauty of  
the area’.

‘In pursuing the primary purpose of designation, account should be taken of the needs of 
agriculture, forestry and other rural industries and of the economic and social needs of local 
communities. 

Particular regard should be paid to promoting sustainable forms of economic and social 
development that in themselves conserve and enhance the environment. 

Recreation is not an objective of designation, but the demand for recreation should be met so far 
as this is consistent with the conservation of natural beauty and the needs of agriculture, forestry 
and other uses.

Natural beauty is not just the visual appearance of the countryside, but includes flora, fauna, 
geological and physiographical features, manmade, historic and cultural associations and our 
sensory perceptions of them. These factors in combination give each locality its own sense of 
place, contributing immensely to the quality of life.’ 

The AONB designation embraces a collection of fine landscapes, each with its different landforms, 
soils and wildlife habitats. Whilst the chalk downland is a dominant feature, the escarpments, valleys, 
greensand terraces and clay vales reflect the geomorphology and impact of the underlying geology. 
Sometimes the changes between these landscapes are slow and gentle; in other cases such as 
above and below escarpments, they are quite swift and obvious. Views across and along these 
landscapes can be wide and expansive whilst in the valleys they are more focussed and channelled. 
Unspoilt and panoramic views are characteristic of this AONB.  

CPRE Light Pollution 
and Dark Skies map 
shows Cranborne 
Chase AONB as one 
of the last truly dark 
sky areas in central 
southern England. 



11

Map 2 - Cranborne Chase Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty Area

AONB Boundary

LPS Boundaries

Contains OS data © Crown copyright and database right 2018

International Context IUCN Protected Landscape 

The AONB landscape is of international importance, recognised as a Category V Protected Landscape 
by the International Union for the Conservation of Nature (IUCN). 

The European Landscape Convention (ELC) is a Treaty devoted exclusively to the protection, 
management and planning of all landscapes in Europe. The Convention also encourages the 
integration of landscape into all relevant areas of policy, including cultural, economic and social 
policies. This AONB is in a prime position to showcase the UK’s commitment to the Convention.
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Cranborne Chase and  
Chalke Valley Landscape Partnership

The Partnership
The Partnership is led by the Cranborne Chase AONB, which has extensive experience at developing 
and managing large projects, plus over two decades experience working with landowners and 
communities throughout the area. The Landscape Partnership Board consists of 15 representatives 
from the public, private and voluntary sectors that cover the heritage, volunteers, young people 
and landowner interests in the landscape. Collectively these organisations have huge knowledge, 
skills and resources which can be used to deliver the Scheme and which can be transferred to local 
communities and visitors.

The Partnership is not driven by the vision of one organisation but is broadly based and there to serve 
the interests of the community within and around the Landscape Partnership Scheme area. Partners 
signed a letter of intent for the Development Stage (this has been reviewed into a Memorandum of 
Understanding for the Delivery Phase).   

Further information about the management of the Landscape Partnership can be found on page 148 
and Appendix 6. 

Cranborne Chase & Chalke Valley  
Landscape Partnership Scheme
A total of 20 projects are proposed to improve habitats, help discover and protect heritage, develop 
woodland skills, provide a raft of volunteering opportunities and to significantly raise awareness and 
connect people to this landscape. The projects will aim to provide a step-change towards this goal.   

Scope of the Landscape Conservation Action Plan
This document was written in the period from June 2018 to November 2018, with consultation 
carried out with Board members during July, September and November 2018.

Further work will be undertaken to refine and develop options for the long term legacy of the scheme 
by the Scheme Manager, in consultation with the LP Board and AONB Partnership (during the early 
stages of delivery). This will be undertaken to secure opportunities to continue to support initiatives, 
groups, volunteers and resources beyond the life of the scheme.

The final document was submitted to the HLF at the end of November 2018. 
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Outline of the contents of this Landscape  
Conservation Action Plan
Undertanding the Area: A description of the character of the landscape, its physical evolution, 
historic, natural and cultural heritage assets. 

Threats and Opportunities:  An understanding of vulnerabilities and the threats the landscape 
and communities are facing and the opportunities to address these issues. It shows which are the 
priorities and needs of the landscape and its communities.

Development of the Scheme: Key aspects of the development phase were to gather further 
evidence and insights into the risks to the heritage, the solutions and opportunities to tackle these and 
to people’s awareness, understanding and involvement in caring for it.

The Cranborne Chase & Chalke Valley (CCCV LP) programme: A vision for the scheme and its 
intended outcomes to meet many of the threats and opportunities with:

• Details of the projects the Partnership will be delivering in order to address the needs of the 
landscape, its heritage and communities and which meet the LP programme outcomes.  

• Details of the scheme plan, governance and delivery arrangements.

• Details of how the progress of the CCCV LP scheme will be monitored and its success 
evaluated.  

• Details of how the CCCV LP scheme will provide lasting benefits for the landscape and its 
communities.  

Throughout the delivery phase of the CCCV LP scheme, the LCAP will be a key document for the 
whole Partnership, forming a detailed Action Plan that will illustrate how the needs of the landscape 
will be addressed throughout the scheme and beyond. 

The LCAP will form a key document for the following audiences: 

HLF: Through the LCAP the HLF can understand what the Partnership is trying to achieve and can 
monitor the progress towards delivery; 

CCCV LP Board: The LCAP sets out how each delivery partner will carry out its project(s) and 
how these projects are interlinked, together providing wide-ranging benefits. With the LCAP in 
place, progress can be tracked and the success of the various projects and the scheme as a whole 
evaluated; 

Delivery Partners: The LCAP provides all delivery partners with details for the delivery of their 
projects, with their outputs, outcomes and costs, and clear monitoring and evaluation mechanisms 
described. 

Other stakeholders: The LCAP sets out how we intend to create a lasting and sustainable legacy 
for the landscape and its communities, showing how a wide range of organisations can be involved to 
help achieve the Partnership’s ambitions. 
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Wider Public: This document provides local residents and landowners with a clear understanding 
of what features are important in the landscape, why and to whom these matter. It also reflects the 
residents’ and visitors’ needs and wishes for community engagement. 

Once approved by the HLF, this document will be distributed widely and made available to the general 
public through the partners’ online resources. 

The LCAP summarises the key findings of the additional research undertaken during the development 
phase as well as other supporting information. 

The additional information is listed below; copies of this information will be made available through the 
CCCV LP website: 

• Landscape Character Assessment 

• Audience Development Plan  

• Heritage Interpretation Action Pan

• Monitoring & Evaluation Framework 

• CCCV LP Memorandum of Understanding  

In addition to the above information, other documents have informed the development of the LCAP 
and are listed in the bibliography and numerous documents are provided as supporting evidence to 
the individual project proformas.




