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UNDERSTANDING THE 
CHARACTER OF  
THE LANDSCAPE
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Landscape Character Area 
The CCCV LP area has been subject to extensive landscape characterisation. 
The recent 2018 study re-interprets and builds on existing landscape character 
assessments and other related information to provide a bespoke, finer scale of 
assessment for the Landscape Partnership Area. 
The Integrated Landscape Character Assessment (LCA) (2018) draws together the features and 
attributes that contribute to the distinctive and outstanding character of the CCCV LP area. It explores 
the physical, ecological, visual, historic and cultural forces that shape the present day dynamic, 
working landscape, encompassing its social, economic and recreational characteristics. 

Understanding the Character  
of the Landscape

Landscape Character Types
Landscape Character Types are generic types of landscape that may occur in different areas, with 
broadly similar and distinctive patterns of geology, topography, drainage, vegetation, historic land 
use, settlement and field shapes. The LCA identified eight Landscape Area Types within the CCCV LP 
area, The individual characteristics of each of these are set out in the LCA (Appendix 3). These were 
further refined to create 14 distinct Local Landscape Character Areas shown in Map 13.

 Along the lane, last of the winter river - © Clare Shepherd
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Map 13 - Local Landscape Character Areas

Contains OS data © Crown copyright and database right 2018
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Local Landscape Character Areas 
Local Landscape Character Areas (LLCA) are unique and discrete geographical areas of landscape 
that share generic characteristics with other areas of the same type, but have their own individual 
distinctive characteristics/qualities that give the area its particular identity and sense of place. The 
LLCAs have been defined predominately based on distinctive patterns of vegetation, historic land use, 
settlement and field shapes.

The LCA provides descriptions of each LLCA, identifying key qualities that are particularly sensitive to 
change and providing guidance for directing landscape change in ways that conserve and enhance 
the distinctive characteristics of the area. 

The LLCAs are listed below and shown in Map 12. Of the 14 Local Landscape Character Areas 
identified in the Landscape Character Assessment, nine were considered to have a strong strength 
of character and the remaining five had moderate strength of character. The latter included the river 
valleys and the Open Chalk Downland. The CCCV LP will work with the farmers, land and woodland 
owners in the Farmer and Woodland Clusters to strengthen the landscape character of all the LLCAs 
and those that are considered to have moderate strength of character in particular.

Wooded Chalk Downland
A1 Ashmore Wooded Chalk Downland

The strength of landscape character in this LLCA is judged to be strong. 
This landscape displays a distinctive pattern, including the mosaic of 
woodland and farmland/downland, and includes a number of visible 
remnant historic features including upstanding Bronze Age barrows and 
ancient woodland. The condition of the landscape is considered to be 
predominantly good, as the landscape is well managed, though condition 
of ecological habitats is variable, with three SSSIs in a predominantly 
‘unfavourable recovering’ condition, and one (Winklebury Hill) in a 
favourable condition. Some ancient woodland sites are ‘ancient replanted’ 
rather than ‘ancient semi-natural’.

A2 Rushmore Park and Chase Woods Wooded Chalk Downland

The strength of character of the landscape in this LLCA is judged to be 
strong. This landscape exhibits a distinct and recognisable pattern of 
elements, such as the unique combination of dramatic landform, mature 
parkland within Rushmore Park and survival of the Chase Woods. The 
presence of individual parkland trees and avenues created within the 
woodland add to the strong character. Overall the landscape is well 
managed with much of the area forming part of Rushmore Park.

A3 Stonedown Wood to Vernditch Chase Wooded Chalk Downland

The strength of landscape character in this LLCA is judged to be strong. 
This landscape displays a distinctive pattern, including the mosaic of 
woodland and farmland/downland, and includes a number of visible 
remnant historic features including upstanding Bronze Age barrows 
and ancient woodland, the latter being the eastern part of the historic 
hunting forest of Cranborne Chase. The condition of the landscape is 
considered to be predominantly good, as the landscape is well managed, 
though condition of ecological habitats is variable, with three SSSIs in a 
predominantly ‘unfavourable recovering’ condition, and one (Bowerchalke 
Downs) in a mainly favourable condition.
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Chalk Escarpment 
B1 Melbury to Blandford Chalk Escarpment

The landscape within this LLCA is judged to have a strong character due 
to the dramatic escarpment with its distinctive pattern of woodland, scrub 
and chalk grassland. It has a strong sense of place despite the land cover 
mosaic having changed as a result of mechanised farming on the scarp. 
The condition of the landscape is judged to be good. Many features of the 
historic environment (strip lynchets, barrows, cross dykes and fortifications) 
have survived the less intensive agricultural practices on the steep scarp 
slopes and the ecological sites are mostly in ‘favourable’ condition. The 
extensive chalk grasslands within the Fontmell and Melbury Downs SAC 
make a strong contribution to the character of the LLCA.

B2 Win Green to Bowerchalke Chalk Escarpment

The landscape within this LLCA is judged to have a strong character. The 
escarpment’s strength of character comes from its prominent form and 
scale making it visible from long distances. Much of the traditional (pastoral) 
land use has survived in some areas but with woodland and scrub also 
making a significant contribution to character. It has a strong sense of 
place despite the land cover mosaic having also changed as a result 
of mechanised farming on the scarp. The condition of the landscape is 
perceived to be moderate. There is evidence of erosion of the scarp face, 
as a result of recreational pressures.

The landscape is however well managed in places and the condition of ecological habitats is also 
good, with four SSSIs in a predominantly ‘favourable’ condition. Many features of the historic 
environment (barrows, cross dykes and fortifications) have survived the less intensive agricultural 
practices on the steep scarp slopes.

B3 Donhead St. Andrew to Fovant Chalk Escarpment

The Donhead St Andrew to Fovant Chalk Escarpment LLCA is a landscape 
of strong character. The escarpment’s strength of character comes from 
its prominent form and scale making it visible from long distances and 
distinctive from the adjacent landscapes. Prominent hill markings such as 
the Fovant Military Badges are points of focus. There are some detracting 
features, such as block coniferous plantations, and encroachment of arable 
cultivation has changed the character. Despite the introduction of some 
elements less characteristic of the landscape type, this landscape still 
retains a strong sense of place. 

There is evidence of some erosion of the scarp face, possibly a result of surface water run-off, but also 
as a result of recreational pressures. For example, the condition of the Fovant Badges has suffered 
from visitor pressure as well as natural weathering. At the foot of the Fovant escarpment, the landform 
is scarred from previous quarrying activity. Scrub invasion is evident across the escarpment. The 
condition of the landscape is perceived to be moderate, despite the condition of Burcombe Down 
SSSI being ‘favourable’.
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Open Chalk Downland 
C1 Chettle to Woodyates Open Chalk Downland

The strength of character of this area is judged to be moderate. It is a 
large scale landscape of broad rolling hills mainly under arable production 
with woodland occurring on steeper slopes. There are two sites of 
ecological importance including a range of habitats and both are classed 
as ‘unfavourable recovering’. There is a wealth of archaeological remains 
within this LLCA. Condition is variable, with hedgerows fragmented, gappy 
or over-managed in places, with post and wire fencing as infill where 
hedgerow sections have been lost. The intensively farmed nature of the 
landscape does result in few areas of under-used or derelict land. Overall 
landscape condition is moderate.

C2 Martin Down to Coombe Bissett Down Open Chalk Downland

The strength of character of this area is judged to be moderate. It is a 
large scale landscape of broad rolling hills mainly under arable production 
with woodland occurring on steeper slopes. There are two sites of 
ecological importance including a range of habitats and both are classed 
as ‘unfavourable recovering’. There is a wealth of archaeological remains 
within this LLCA. Condition is variable, with hedgerows fragmented, gappy 
or over-managed in places, with post and wire fencing as infill where 
hedgerow sections have been lost. The intensively farmed nature of the 
landscape does result in few areas of under-used or derelict land. Overall 
landscape condition is moderate.

Downland Hills 
D1 Pentridge Hill Downland Hills

This is a landscape of strong character. The gently undulating landform 
with prominent hills, large scale arable land use and significant areas of 
woodland make this a landscape of contrasts. In particular the contrast of 
scale and enclosure is felt where the enclosed wooded lanes give way to 
the open arable fields. These distinctive perceptual experiences add to a 
strong sense of place.

River Valley Slopes
E1 Upper Ebble/Chalke River Valley Slopes

The strength of landscape character in this LLCA is judged to be 
moderate. The gradual change from pastoral to overtly arable character 
makes the floodplain indistinct though it does contain a smaller-scale, 
tranquil rural landscape of pastoral fields bounded by hedgerows, villages 
built of local materials and ecological interest in its water courses and 
meadows. The loss of areas of chalk grassland has reduced land cover 
variety within the valley. Overall the landscape condition is considered to 
be moderate. Due to the extent of arable farming, much of the landscape 
is actively managed and in good condition. However, the condition of 
habitats is not as favourable. 
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Although two of the three SSSIs within the LLCA are assessed as being in a ‘favourable’ condition, 
very few areas of semi-natural habitat remain. The loss of features such as hedgerows and the 
inconsistent management of those that do survive give an unkempt appearance to the landscape 
in places, and the loss of traditional land management methods such as water meadows has led to 
decline in ecological value of the wet grasslands alongside the river. There are some elements of the 
landscape in better condition in the lower parts of the valley, with the chalk river of high water quality 
and rich biodiversity, a largely intact hedgerow network, riparian woodland and compact well-kept 
villages.

E2 Lower Ebble/Chalke River Valley Slopes

The strength of landscape character in this LLCA is judged to be 
moderate. The gradual change from pastoral to overtly arable character 
makes the floodplain indistinct, merging into the arable character of the 
downland valleys sides. The loss of areas of chalk grassland has also 
reduced land cover variety within the valley. Overall the landscape condition 
is considered to be moderate. Due to the extent of arable farming, much of 
the landscape is actively managed and in good condition. 

However, the condition of habitats is less good. Although three of the six SSSIs within the LLCA are 
assessed as being in a ‘favourable’ condition, the other three are ‘unfavourable recovering’ including 
Knighton Down and Wood which is the largest. Very few areas of semi-natural habitat remain. The 
loss of features such as hedgerows and the inconsistent management of those that do survive give an 
unkempt appearance to the landscape in places.

River Valley Floor 
F1 Lower Ebble/Chalke River Valley Floor

The landscape within this LLCA has a strong character with its generally 
narrow, shallow sided landform, small-scale tranquil rural landscape of 
pastoral fields bounded by hedgerows, villages built of local materials 
and in traditional patterns and ecological interest in its water courses and 
meadows. The overall condition of the LLCA is good with its chalk rivers of 
high water quality and rich biodiversity, its largely intact hedgerow network, 
riparian woodland and compact well-kept villages. However there are 
some elements of declining condition: some hedgerows in poor condition 
and the loss of traditional land management methods such as water 
meadows has led to decline in ecological value of the wet grasslands.

Narrow Chalk River Valleys
G1 Tarrant, Crichel, Gussage, Crane and Allen Narrow Chalk River Valleys

This is a landscape with a moderate strength of character. Although the 
combination of streams, transport corridors, small settlements and country 
houses form a distinct and recognisable pattern, the valley do not have 
particularly strong valley landform, often merging into the chalk downland 
to the north. The influence of the downs on this valley (encroachment of 
large arable fields into the valley) further dilutes the character. The condition 
of the landscape is considered to be moderate. The working agricultural 
landscape is fairly well managed, except perhaps for some hedgerows on 
the valley floor that are in declining condition.
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Greensand Terrace 
H Greensand Terrace

The small, nucleated historic settlement of Berwick St. John has strong 
historical/cultural links with the Ebble/Chalke Valley to the east and the 
inner bounds of Cranborne Chase to the south. The north-facing scarp 
provides a visually dramatic backdrop and skyline to the settlement, 
reinforcing the sense of connectivity with the Wooded Chalk Downland. 
Stone and thatch are distinctive building materials, with stone walls and 
high hedges along the narrow roads on the approach to Berwick St. John. 

The village has 17 grade II listed buildings, including the Talbot Inn and the Church of St. John built 
in the 14th century. The parish of Berwick St. John extends southwards and incorporates much of 
Rushmore Park which lies on the Wooded Chalk Downland. The immediate landscape setting of the 
village comprises a patchwork of small and medium sized arable and pasture fields, predominantly 
bounded by hedgerows, with a number of farmsteads close to the edge of the settlement.

 




