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AONB Management  
Plan Review
A review of the AONB Management Plan 
2019-2024 was required by the end of 
March 2019. As Local Authorities require 
the final Plan for adoption by October/
November 2018, this left one year for the 
review process.

The Plan would receive a ‘light touch’ 
review with the public / interested bodies 
and formal consultation processes. Whilst 
the team and Panel were aware of the 
multitude of uncertainties surrounding 
Brexit, the review was required.

‘Taste of the Chase’ - 20th April at the 
Dinton Village hall. This will mirror last 
year’s event at the Larmer Tree gardens 
as part of the sustainable rural tourism and 
enhancing the rural economy effort. 

The AONB Locator Logo - over 20 
businesses applied to use these logos 
to highlight the fact that they are 
based within or close to this Protected 
Landscape. Other AONBs utilise such a 
logo to very good effect. Taste the Chase 
now has its own web site.
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Landscape and Planning
This work continues to be broadly divided into three aspects; 
contributions / responses to planning policy/plans; the reactive 
responses to planning applications coming into the office, and 
pro-active engagement on landscape and planning issues. 

Contributions to planning policy
• New Forest District Planning Application process and 

information review

• South Somerset Historic Environment Strategy draft

• Hampshire draft Statement of Community Involvement 

• Scope of Christchurch & East Dorset Local Plan Review

• Blandford Town Council Strategic Plan 

• Bournemouth Dorset and Poole Draft Waste Plan update. 

• Neighbourhood Plans: Electronic copies of our Good 
Practice Note 9 Using Landscape Character Assessments 
in Neighbourhood Planning was sent to all Parish Council 
Clerks. 

Pro-active Landscape & Planning Activity:
• The South East and South West Protected Landscape 

Forums. 

• Training for development management committees and 
staff teams for the North Dorset Development Management 
Committee and the East Dorset Planning Team.

• Dark Night Skies, working with Ruth to enable our Planning 
Authorities to have consistent policies for the prevention of 

light pollution, and the provision of effective lighting.  

• Series of meetings with Bournemouth University’s Dr 
Sean Beer, Senior Academic in the Faculty of Management, 
Department of Tourism and Hospitality, to engage the 
University in a wide range of AONB activities. 

Responses to Neighbourhood Plans
• Blandford Plus Neighbourhood Plan                            

• Bourton Neighbourhood Plan

• Fontmell Magna Neighbourhood Plan

• Hindon Neighbourhood Plan 

• Iwerne Minster Neighbourhood Plan

• Pimperne Neighbourhood Plan

• Tisbury Neighbourhood Plan

Re-active responses to planning applications:
This year we have continued to have a large number of 
planning applications that have come into the office requiring 
an AONB response.  

Including

• Longleat Enterprises Ltd - proposal for a hotel resort 
and business conference centre, with a water park and 
‘immersive animal centre’ adjoining the AONB boundary. 

• Dorset and Bournemouth Waste Management Plan - a 
location is being considered next to Sunrise Business Park, 
for a Household Recycling & Waste Transfer Site, together 
with a vehicle servicing centre and offices. 
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• Kingsdown Farm, Longbridge 
Deverill - This AONB objected 
strongly to the original application 
for a proposal to develop land 
by tipping, infilling and creating 
livestock buildings and trackways in 
2010. Wiltshire Council rejected the 
application. The Inspector dismissed 
the appeal. The application was re-
submitted with infilling at a slightly 
lower level and it was approved. 

• Shaftesbury Estate on alternative 
uses of a substantial dairy unit, 
guided by our Position Statement on 
Farm Diversification, and a four day 
festival  www.shambalafestival.org.

• Telephone communications masts.  
The AONB assisted with the ‘not 
spots’ project.

Position Statements and 
Good Practice Guides
Ricard Burden compiled a suite of 
landscape related documents for use 
by planning officers and others for the 
prevention of light pollution, and the 
provision of effective lighting. 

Cranborne Chase AONB project summary
Fixed Post Photography - All 12 fixed point photography post are now installed. Two 
base plates were installed at Wylye Down and three baseplates at Martin Down. An 
archaeologist performed a watching brief on the installation at Wylye. The project 
records landscape change. The AONB obtained a “Gigapan” photographic head on 
loan from Dorset AONB which was used when recording the first images.

Big Chalk - South Downs National Park Authority made a bid to the EU Climate 
Directorate to provide the coordination of the Big Chalk Programme. 

Forestry machinery collaborative event - Work with North Wessex Downs AONB and the 
Forestry Commission, an event “Make your woodlands work for you” held at Teffont and 
Dinton in May 2017 to encourage woodland owners to actively manage their woodland.

Road Verges collaborative project – On the Edge - Work with 12 AONBs and 
Plantlife for a £multi-million project to improve the biodiversity of road verges which 
aimed to enhance the wild flower diversity on road verges in England’s AONBs.. The 
bid to the Post Code Lottery bid from Plantlife was unsuccessful but the search for 
funding from other sources was continued.

NAAONB Landscapes for Life Conference - held in Winchester in July 2017. 
Work with the national team to deliver a conference themed around change and 
adaptation of partnerships, learning from the charitable and private sectors about 
how they are preparing or adjusting in a time of uncertainty.

‘Dove Chasers’ - an application to the Heritage Lottery Fund for £65,000 for research 
on the very rare Turtle dove through supporting Tracy’s work activating the ‘super 
cluster’ of farmers in Cranborne Chase AONB was unsucessful. 

Sustainable Development Fund (SDF) - the last grant was awarded to the 
Springhead Trust AshScapes week during October. This facilitated local volunteer 
activity in recording ash trees and the differential survival of ash trees. 
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Farmland 
Conservation Projects

The Farmland 
Conservation Project
One of three conservation projects 
shortlisted for an award in March at the 
Corn Exchange, Devizes. The project was 
awarded the Wiltshire Life Conservation 
Project of the Year.

Turtle Doves
An application was made to the 
European Outdoor Clothing Association 
to purchase equipment to monitor Turtle 
doves but was not successful. Heritage 
Lottery Funding for a Turtle dove project 
was not successful. This would have 
involved the setting of remote cameras 
on farms and talking to local Martin 
residents about turtle doves, the reasons 
for their decline and what could be done 
to help them. 

Corfe Mullen to Salisbury 
Pipeline Scheme: Three ponds 
were restored in the parishes 
of East Knoyle and Motcombe 
with the cost being split equally 
between the landowners and 
Wessex Water as part of the 
Pipeline Scheme. The work 
involved felling trees, removing 
scrub and removing silt from the 
ponds to ensure they provided 
suitable breeding habitat for Great 
Crested Newts which are known 
to frequent this area north of 
Shaftesbury. Work was carried 
out on checking the considerable 
conservation work carried out 
with Wessex Water pipeline grants 
on different farms and assisting 
with a film highlighting the wildlife 
which has benefited from the 
pipeline’s projects. 
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Farmer Clusters 
Discussions were had with the 
Cranborne Cluster and also the RSPB 
with regard to a potential cluster to 
the north east of Salisbury. 

Discussions with neighbouring Martin 
Down Farmer Cluster have taken 
place to discuss wildlife surveys, 
habitat management and future joint 
training events. Along with a third 
farmer group, the Allenford Cluster, 
these three groups or the ‘super 
cluster’ cover an area of over 230km2. 
Discussions were had to form a 
fourth farmer cluster in the AONB 
further north in the AONB.

The Cranborne Estate
An application to NE’s Countryside 
Stewardship Mid-Tier Scheme for 
one of the estate’s tenants was 
completed. The farmer was charged 
a commercial rate for this work which 
was paid to the AONB to help fund 
further work by our farm conservation 
adviser

Farmer Clusters: 
The Chalke Valley Farm 
Cluster consists of 25 
landowners and covers 
an area of approximately 
11,000 hectares between 
Shaftesbury and Salisbury. 
It gained “Facilitation 
Funding” from Natural 
England via the Countryside 
Stewardship Scheme.  The 
group’s first training event 
was held at the beginning 
of February on identifying 
farmland birds to encourage 
more farmers to record what 
they are seeing on their 
farms. This collaborative 
approach to conservation at 
a landscape scale attracted 
press coverage in the 
Western Daily Press and 
Farmers Guardian.
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Funding and Partnerships
We received notification of the successful outcome of the 
Heritage Lottery Fund on 28th October 2016. ‘Permission to 
Start’ was delayed due to IT issues at the HLF end and was 
granted on 21st January 2017. The AONB was awarded just over 
£100,000 to develop the second stage bid called a Landscape 
Conservation Action Plan. A Development Officer, Roger 
Goulding, was then employed.

If successful, the LP scheme to be delivered over a five year 
period with a total budget of £2.4 million; £1.7 million was 
requested from the HLF. The three primary themes were 
centred on enhancements to the natural, historic and cultural 
environments. A draft bid will be presented to the Landscape 
Partnership Board in June 2018 with a final submission to HLF in 
October 2018. 

As part of the Development Stage a number of studies were 
undertaken including Archaeological Surveys, an Archival 
survey, Audience Development Plan, Biodiversity Permeability 
Mapping, Branding, Promotion and Publicity, Creative arts 
development input, Disability Access Audits, Evaluation and 
Monitoring Strategy, Interpretation Strategy, Landscape 
Character Assessment and Landscape scale Heritage 
Compendium.

The LP Board approved the expansion of the name of the 
scheme to more adequately reflect the area covered - The 
Cranborne Chase and Chalke Valley Landscape Partnership.

Area covered by 
farm clusters in 

the AONB

Area covered 
by the ‘super 
cluster’

(Green - Chalke Valley Farmer Cluster; Orange - Allenford Farmer Cluster; 
Red -Martin Down Farmer Cluster;  Blue - Wylye Farmer Cluster)
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The Board also approved the following 
logo designs for the LP scheme:

Scheme Logo:

Sub elements: 

• The LP had a presence at the Chalke 
Valley History Festival https://cvhf.
org.uk/  from 26h June to 2nd July 
2017. The Festival is held within the 
LP area and attracts 1,000s of visitors. 
The LP shared a marquee with the 
Cranborne Chase AONB and the 
Foundations of Archaeology HLF 
funded project. A LP display was 
created, and flyers distributed. AONB 
staff were on hand to talk to people 
and a children’s activity was offered.

• Festival attendees who came through 

the marquee were asked if they were 
local to the area and if they had a 
favourite place within the LP area. 
They were asked to mark these with 
numbered flags and to write down 
what their favourite place was; what 
they liked about it and what they did 
there. This gave staff a chance to 
introduce people to the scheme.187 
flags were placed and favourite 
places noted.

• The scheme was promoted at The 
Salisbury Museum Festival of 
Archaeology. This was a two-day 
event 22nd/23rd July. 

• The LP had a table at the South West 
Wiltshire Area Board Health and 
Wellbeing Fair on 27th September in 
Tisbury.

• Community consultations took place 
over the autumn and winter.

• The scheme continued to be 
promoted through the AONB 
E-bulletin, website and social media. 
Updates were sent to parish clerks 
and local libraries for circulation, 
as well as relevant groups. News 
items were sent to local papers and 
magazines. 

International 
Dark Night Sky 
Reserve Bid 
Work toward bid submission 
is ongoing, although slowly due 
to a need for further resources. A 
‘Lightscape Management Plan’ is a 
fundamental requirement and Malcolm 
Mackness, formerly of Lighting Design 
and Consultancy Services (LCADS) is 
the single consultancy currently able 
and experienced in undertaking this 
work. Malcolm has now begun work on 
with an extremely reasonable quote to 
undertake the work.

Several stargazing and ‘meteor-shower’ 
evenings took place. One on March 
2nd formed part of the offer at the 
Cranborne Chase Annual Forum in 
Sixpenny Handley. 

Ruth Coulthard, the experienced Dark 
Night Skies officer from Brecon Beacons 
NPA, worked with the team for 22 days to 
further this work and made considerable 
progress in that short time. She has:

• Contacted the International Dark-Sky 
Association (IDA) in the USA to inform 
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them of our intended bid to gain 
further advice

• Worked with R Burden on how to best 
further work on controlling lighting 
issues with Local Planning authorities, 
as this is part of the expectation from 
the IDA should they consider offering 
the Reserve status

• Developed a bespoke web site

• Produced the content for a Dark Sky 
booklet explaining how communities 
and businesses can help by installing 
and maintaining fixtures

• Developed resources to be used in 
schools

• Worked with Malcolm Mackness to 
assist in the Lightscape Management 
Plan

• Sourced additional night sky 
photographs from a professional 
photographer

The bid required evidence of support 
from residents, the visiting public, 
schools and other interest groups. To this 
end another series of star gazing events 
was organised over the autumn/winter, 
20 schools were offered curriculum 
related workshops led by Jo Richardson, 

one of the UK Space Ambassadors and 
a specialist nightscape photography 
presentation takes place in February 
next year. BBC Radio Wiltshire and 
ThatsTV in Salisbury covered the 
work and articles appeared in various 
magazines.

Volunteers were recruited to assist 
Wessex Astronomical Society, Bob 
Mizon and Linda to undertake night sky 
readings through the winter season to 
finalise the core and buffer areas to be 
submitted in the bid. This year’s Planning 
Seminar once again focused on lighting 
issues and a public Dark Night Skies 
event was planned for early 2018. 

There were three main issues with bid 
progression, namely:

• As the AONB is not the responsible 
body for lighting conditions/
requirements through the planning 
system, Linda needed to strongly 
encourage the LPAs to use conditions 
to restrict unnecessary lighting. 
This could require some form of 
Supplementary Planning Guidance or 
Supplementary Planning Documents. 

• A large percentage of domestic 
outdoor light fittings are currently  

not compliant with International Dark-
Sky Association requirements

• Ideally, a part time post is necessary 
to undertake and complete the work 
required. A bid for funding was sent to 
DEXTRA Lighting in Gillingham.

Foundations of Archaeology: This 
project became a main sponsor of the 
Chalke Valley History Festival, in this its 
final year. We delivered school activities 
as well as a bespoke experience for about 
100 people. The project, along with the 
AONB Partnership and the Landscape 
Partnership Scheme benefited from the 
presence of 20,000 people. The first 
AONB Annual Heritage Conference was 
held on 6th / 7th May at Dinton. This 
HLF funded project ended after 2 ½ 
years but with plans to carry on work on 
the West Wiltshire Downs and with more 
practical work at Wor Barrow. The 150 
plus volunteers will hopefully find further 
opportunities through the Landscape 
Partnership Scheme.
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AONB Office and IT arrangements
If the Landscape Partnership Scheme (LPS) is successful, along with the pilot 
for new agri-environment schemes, there is no room for further expansion at the 
Wimborne office. The AONB continued the search for alternative accommodation 
and storage facilities within south Wiltshire, with discussions taking place in 
December 2017 regarding the possibility of the team moving to the Nadder Centre. 
Other sites were also visited and evaluated.

Wiltshire IT agreed that Cranborne Chase AONB should be brought onto the 
Wiltshire IT system, and needed to know the timing and location of any office move 
in order to plan the change-over effectively.

Ancient & Veteran Trees: David Blake 
of the AONB became Chairman of the 
Wessex Ancient Tree Forum. A ‘tree blitz’ 
was held in the Donheads which was very 
successful and allowed David to carry out 
‘top up training’ for volunteers. Through the 
Wessex Ancient Tree Forum, an event for 
about 50 people was held in Longleat Park 
to show people the ancient oak trees and 
they planted some of the oak saplings that 
have been grown as part of the ‘Reviving 
Selwood’ project.

Stepping Stones: Wildflowers planted 
in chalk grassland sites during the autumn 
of 2017. This was the final year of the 
project.  David Blake and Cllr Bridget 
Wayman grew plug plants for transfer to 
Big Down, Pertwood Farm. This enhanced 
an impoverished sward and improved it as 
a site for rare butterflies.

Countryside Centre 
The team retained the strong ambition to develop a ‘Countryside Centre’ (countryside 
skills / crafts training, AONB information/ interpretation for residents and visitors, 
volunteer base, together with an observatory) as and when a suitable location and 
grant funding could be sourced. The possibility for further joint working or partnership 
arrangements regarding accommodation to create an ‘environmental ‘hub’ within the 
AONB was advanced.

A feasibility study was completed for the proposed Centre. The potential for a Centre 
at Ansty together with a possible grant fund being available led to an up to date 
business plan for the proposed Centre. After discussion with consultant Andrew 
Meredith, it was agreed that the original feasibility for such a Centre be re-visited 
first. The resulting report had an Executive Summary as its first six pages. The report 
strongly indicated that the original, multi-functional concept for the Centre to include 
countryside skills training may no longer be valid. It also questioned the possible 
location at Ansty. The purpose(s) and aims of such a Countryside Centre required 
considerable discussion and review.
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Cranborne Chase AONB Budget 2017-18
Expenditure Totals Defra % grant Defra Total

Staff costs total inc travel & subs; training 211,400 75% 158,550.00

Other Costs Total (works, running costs etc) 35,870 75% 26,902

Core Total 247,270 75% 185,452.00

Project Sub-Total 24,522 100% 24,522

SDF Sub-Total 3,000 100% 3,000

Total Budget 2017-18 274,792 212,974

Total Defra claim 2017-18 212,956 (u/s £28.00)

Project budgets 2017-18 is 100% Defra grant. 

Projects Project budgets
Expenditure  

to date
Remaining

International Dark Sky Reserve Bid £10,000 £9,980.13 £19.87

HLF Landscape Partnership Scheme (AONB match) £8,000 £8,000.83 £0.83 o/s

Landscapes in Planning £300 £300 £0

Discover Cranborne Chase (raising the AONB profile, displays, 
‘Follow the Fallow’ Public Art Trail prep)

£5,000 £4,999.90 £0.10

Local Initiative Fast Track (LIFT) £1,222 £1,221.85 £0.15

Totals: £24,522 £24,502.71 £19.29 u/s
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International Dark Sky Reserve bid - £10,000

Expenditure has included: 
• a star trail video and dark sky photographs by Nigel Ball to 

enhance the Chasing Stars web site; 

• attendance at a Dark Sky Places Conference in Galloway 
Dark Sky Park last September; 

• 10 Sky Quality Meters enabling readings to be taken across 
the AONB into the future by volunteers, recording the 
levels of darkness required by the International Dark-Sky 
Association (IDA); 

• Detailed research and further development of the 
Lightscape Management Plan by Malcolm MacNess; 

• the annual Planning Seminar that focussed on the potential 
for planning policies to safeguard the dark night skies; 

• the series of 6 stargazing events over the winter season 
and the volunteer assistance from Bob Mizon (British 
Astronomical Association) and Wessex Astronomical Society 

• 8 school workshops delivered by the Space Ambassador, Jo 
Richardson, reaching 450 children 

• ‘Star boxes’ for 15 schools during 2018 and 2 telescopes for 
future stargazing events

HLF Landscape Partnership Scheme - £8,000
This funding was the required match towards the Development 
Phase of the Landscape Partnership Scheme (LPS) in this 
financial year;

Expenditure has included: 

• Display boards, a large map, promotional leaflets and a 
gazebo have been purchased, all for continued use 

• PC and various office supplies for the Development Officer 
(Roger Goulding)

• Several consultancy contracts required by Heritage Lottery 
Fund towards the Phase 2 bid

• Landscape Partnership Board meetings, consultation work 
within the villages and with youngsters in the LP area.

Discover Cranborne Chase - £5,000
Expenditure has included:

• The VisitWiltshire annual subscription 

• Boards to support the giant AONB map at the Chalke Valley 
History Festival and elsewhere

• Web hosting and updating of the ‘Discover’ sites

• ‘Follow the Fallow’ leaflet and research to determine if the 
appetite exists within the AONB business community for this 
public art trail during 2019

Landscapes in Planning - £300
• Expenditure comprised a new folder containing all AONB 

Position Statements, Fact Sheets & Good Practice Guidance 
intended for the planning officers of all the 9 Local 
Authorities and Parish Councils
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Local Initiative Fast Track (LIFT) - £1,222
Expenditure has included 

• an advice leaflet setting out good and not-so-good practice 
regarding management of the River Ebble. This mimics a 
very well received leaflet in the Cotswolds;

• some was diverted to pay expenses for a speaker at the 
recent Dark Skies Planning Seminar, Duncan Wise, Visitor 
Services Manager for Northumberland National Park. 
The breadth of national speakers at the seminar helped 
attracted 35 bookings and excellent feedback.

Sustainable Development Fund (SDF) - £3,000

Deverills Festival £1,000.00

Gussage All Saints 
finger posts

£1,360.60

Ashscapes Festival 
at Springhead

£639.40

Total spend £3000

Budget remaining £0

The SDF is 100% Defra funded and applicants need to offer 
match in kind and/or cash. They also need to explain how their 
project helps deliver the aims of the AONB Management Plan 
2014-19.

• Deverills Festival - it is intended to establish a regular, 
annual series of performing arts events that offers a 
wide range of entertainment - small scale theatre, live 
contemporary bands and soloists, choral ensembles, 
jazz combos and classical groups. These will not be 
‘high-brow’ events – rather culture in the community. 
Deverills Performing Arts chimes with the concept that 
the AONB is a ‘living working landscape’. In particular, 
it will help deliver on Objective RE B that relates to 
building the visitor economy, bringing visitors to the 
Deverills from West Wiltshire and South Somerset and 
further afield.

• Gussage All Saints finger posts - To restore and 
refurbish finger posts to their original design and 
condition in and around the village of Gussage All 
Saints. This will help to reinforce local distinctiveness, 
maintaining a sense of community for local people and 
visitors, contributing to a sense of place and promoting 
well-being. 

• Ashscapes - The project was designed to raise 
awareness about the remarkable history of ash 
trees in relation to European cultural and economic 
development and to enable people to identify the 
trees, appreciate the part they play in the British 
landscape, understand their importance in terms of 
biodiversity and the likely impact of ash dieback. Both 
LN and Julie Harding attended several sessions at this 
week-long event. 
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Rushmore Farm, Tinkley Bottom,  
Tollard Royal, Wiltshire, SP5 5QA

Tel: 01725 517417

E-mail: info@cranbornechase.org.uk

www.cranbornechase.org.uk
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