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Chase & Chalke Landscape Partnership Scheme: Our Area

Å254 square km 

ÅRural communities

ÅAgricultural 

landscape

ÅNaturally, 

historically and 

culturally significant 



Champions of the Past

Outputs
Å 15 archaeological sites in better management and improved 

condition
Å 200 new sites identified, recorded and investigated
Å 2 new volunteer groups established 
Å 475 archaeological volunteers involved in the project
Å 30 landowners engaged
Å 500 people involved in experience days
ÅрΣулл ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŜƴƎŀƎŜŘ ƛƴ ǊƻŀŘǎƘƻǿǎ ŀƴŘ Ψ.ƛƎ 5ƛƎΩ ŜǾŜƴǘǎ
Å 10 events run by volunteers

Outcomes
ü Improved conditions of archaeological sites.
ü New archaeological
ü sites identified and recorded; existing sites better 

understood
ü This project will create a body of trained volunteers 

supported on the ground by local leaders.
ü Reports disseminated in archaeological publications 

and through local networks
ü Story of area better understood

Summary
To engage with all communities around and within the Chase and Chalke LP to raise awareness and inspire at 
least 200 new volunteers, train them in new skills, deliver a programme of survey, research and conservation 
across one of the richest archaeological landscapes in Britain. 



Phase 1: LiDAR Data Collection

Phase 2: Community Engagement

Phase 3: Cranborne Chase LiDAR Portal

Phase 4: Volunteer training and on site surveys

Phase 5: Geophysical Survey & small-scale excavation

Champions of the Past



ÅWhat is LiDAR? 

Å Aerial LiDAR data from a 351km2 area within the Cranborne 
Chase AONB and Chalke Valley.

Å 16 laser pulses per metre

Å LiDAR data was then processed into digital terrain models 
and digital surface models 25cm resolution

Phase 1: LiDAR Data Collection



Archaeology from the Air - What are we looking for?

Enclosure Humbys Stock CoppiceFovant Down

1. Topographical features 
e.g. Structures, Shadow marks 

2. Proxy indicators 
e.g. Crop marks, Soil marks



Archaeology from the Air - What are we looking for?
1. Topographical features 2. Proxy indicators 
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Archaeology from the Air - What are we looking for?

Knowlton



Komorebi 
the light that shines between the 

leaves of the trees

/ŀƴ ƭƛŘŀǊ άǎŜŜ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘέ ǘǊŜŜǎΚ



Digital Surface Model Digital Terrain Model



Aerial Photograph

Lidar Surface Model

Lidar Terrain Model

Specialist visualisation

Known Sites 



Å Lidar visualisations as seamless layers
Å Historic Environment Record data from Dorset, Hampshire and Wiltshire
Å Background modern satellite imagery, Modern and Historic OS mapping
Å Professional transcription of four areas
Å Online training modules embedded

Phase 3: Cranborne Chase LiDAR Portal



Phase 3: Cranborne Chase LiDAR Portal

www.cranbornechaselidar.org.uk/

http://www.cranbornechaselidar.org.uk/


To identify 200+ new sites we needed to recruit and train volunteers to the portal and 
support a number of these to develop expert skills in the interpretation of lidar and 
landscapes

How are volunteers supported?



Monthly Online Meet Ups



Field Survey Training 

Å5 sessions autumn and spring 23/4
ÅFocus on combining lidar data 

interpretation with field observations
Å3 different field sites
ÅOpportunity to understand the impact 

of different environmental conditions 
on the presentation of archaeological 
features



How is it going?

Å  152 users of the portal
Å  69 completed the training
Å  28 actively digitising
Å  1337 features digitised
Å  22 % reviewed
Å  5 field training sessions run
Å  4 reviewers trained
ÅPits project sub-group



²ƘŀǘΩǎ ōŜŜƴ ǊŜǾŜŀƭŜŘΧ



Chalk / Marl Pits Project

ÅLaunched March
Å11 volunteers
Å2338 pits mapped already! 

(461 groupings) 
ÅBGS partnership providing 

high resolution geological 
data for analysis

Aim: Better understand the distribution of the pits & their preservation



Chalk / Marl Pits Project

ά²ƛƭƭΣ ǿƘƻǎŜ ŦŀǘƘŜǊ ƘŀŘ ŦŀǊƳŜŘ ǘƘŜ ƭŀƴŘ ǎƛƴŎŜ ǘƘŜ мфнлϥǎΦ Will is in his 80's but 
recalls the pit, he said there was another one nearby. He said that he was told by 
his father that the pit was created when they dug stuff from the ground to spread 
on the clay cap of the fields. He said that it was a real pain having to plant and 
ƘŀǊǾŜǎǘ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ƛǘ ŀƴŘ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ŦƛƭƭŜŘ ƛƴ ǿƛǘƘ ŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƘŀƴŘΣ ŜΦƎΦ ƻƭŘ ŎŀǊǎΦέ

Oral history and other archive records

Å Known from Roman period, most intensive in C16 to mid-C18th (when replaced 
by lime)

Åtƛǘǎ άǘŜƴŘŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ол-50 feet across and more than 20 feet deep. the pits tended 
to have a square-edged gentle slope at one end, where carts full of marl would 
be hauled over, and a steep rounded edge at the other They were often situated 
in the middle of agricultural fields in order to make the spreading of the marl 
ŜŀǎƛŜǊέ



Chase Woods Enclosure

!ƴ άLǊƻƴ !ƎŜέ ŜƴŎƭƻǎǳǊŜ ƴƻǘ ǉǳƛǘŜ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƘŜ ƻǘƘŜǊǎΧΦ



Chase Woods Enclosure

Living in the Iron Age, BBC documentary from 1978

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2e7ZLWz3UMw&t=89s


Collaboration with Historic England to integrate evidence from the lidar portal into the Scheduled Monuments 
records

Future Projects - Heritage At Risk

Consolidation and further development of volunteer skills
Results contributing to improved management of the 
landscape.



Thank you to our wonderful volunteers who make 
the lidar project possible (and fun!) 

And to you for your attention


	Slide 1
	Slide 2
	Slide 3
	Slide 4
	Slide 5
	Slide 6
	Slide 7
	Slide 8
	Slide 9
	Slide 11
	Slide 12
	Slide 13
	Slide 14
	Slide 15
	Slide 16
	Slide 17
	Slide 18
	Slide 19
	Slide 20
	Slide 21
	Slide 22
	Slide 23
	Slide 24
	Slide 25
	Slide 26

