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Scenic walk which gradually climbs the chalk downs to the
ancient Ox Drove for stunning views to the south and over
the pretty Chalke Valley. A long climb up the gravel track of
Church Bottom to the Ox Drove, returning via a quiet lane
and a grassy descent towards the river Ebble.

Start Point: Broad Chalke - Ordnance Survey Map Explorer Series 130.0S
Grid Ref: SU 040 253 | W3W: rips.samplers.inventors

Parking: All Saints Church, Broad Chalke (subject to services)

Terrain: A long and steady climb from Broad Chalke along a gravel surfaced
bridleway which gets steeper as it climbs to meet the hardened surface

of the Ox Drove. A level and lightly trafficked tarmac lane to Knighton Hill
Farm, then field paths descending to the River Ebble and back to Broad
Chalke.

Length: Approximately 4.5 miles / 7.2km.

Approximate time: 2.5 hours.

?Rj Dogs: On leads (livestock & ground nesting birds).

Good to know: (Bus route Red Bus 29 calls at Broadchalke)
Refreshments: The Queens Head / Chalke Valley Stores, (The HUB)

The information is only intended as a general guide. Please check local arrangements.

oot Sige Respect everyone

Protect the environment
Enjoy the outdoors

Follow advice and local signs

Share your pictures with us at #cranbornechase
Cranborne
Chase f X in
National
Landscape cranbornechase.org.uk
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Broad Chalke and Knighton
From the valley of the River Ebble to
the downland high road of the Ox Drove
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Directions

° From the car park, follow the path through the
churchyard keeping to the right of the church, go through
the lychgate to the road opposite the bus stop (Red Bus No
29).

© Turn left and then right up the road signed to Martin and
Blandford. Walk to the end of this and then cross straight
over and onto the gravel track opposite (Church Bottom)
with Field House to your right.

Q Follow Church Bottom uphill ignoring the footpath that
forks to the left. There is a barn and recreation of an iron-
age hut in the field on your right-hand side and then a long
climb between hedge banks on both sides and access to
Middleton Down Nature Reserve on your right.

© At the top you come to a‘T’junction with the Ox Drove,
turn left and follow this for approx 1Tkm enjoying distant
views over Hampshire and the New Forest.

e Where the Ox Drove meets a tarmac lane, turn left and
walk towards a mast and the buildings of Knighton Hill
Farm. At the farm buildings follow the road to the right and
then turn left down the footpath beside the barn.
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Watercress has
been grown here for six
generations since 1880.

The traditional dark green
watercress is grown on
the natural springs of the
Chalke valley.

© Pass the barn, go through some
trees and then follow the footpath
keeping to the right-hand side of

the field aiming for the gap in the
hedge ahead. Cross the stile and
continue down the grassy slope, picking
up an old track diagonally to the
left crossing the hillside and
aiming for a clump of trees

and a cottage.

© Climb down some steps

and cross the tarmac road

onto the footpath opposite,
follow this until it comes out
opposite a bungalow, near the
road. Turn left onto the road and
head to Knighton Mill.

© Follow the footpath signs along the
gravel track around the mill buildings, climb

the stile and follow the River Ebble through meadows until you
meet the road. Turn left, then shortly right (approx. 50m) and follow
the path through more meadows, through some trees and then via
a stile back onto the road in Broadchalke. Turn right then left back
to the church car park.



