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A lovely Wiltshire countryside ramble through fields and
woods from the largest village in the Cranborne Chase
National Landscape to one of its historic gems,

Old Wardour Castle.

Start: The Nadder Close Car Park in Tisbury. Ordnance Suvey Explorer Series
Map 118 | OS Grid Reference ST 945293 | W3W tablets.clusters.neckline

Parking: Nadder Close Car Park in Tisbury, or use public transport to
Tisbury Railway Station.

Terrain: Village, field and woodland paths and farm tracks and quiet lanes
through stunningly attractive countryside.

Length: Approximately 5 miles / 8km.

Approximate time: 2.5 hours.

m Dogs: Please keep on short lead if livestock is present.

Good to know: Public toilets are located next to the car park at Nadder
Close. South-West trains call frequently at Tisbury Station.

Refreshments: Tisbury has a good selection of pubs, cafes and shops.

Old Wardour Castle, managed by English Heritage, does not have a cafe but
a vending machine offers tea, coffee and hot chocolate. Cold drinks, ice-
creams and pre-packed snacks are also available.

dod

The infor isonly i as a general guide. Please check local arrangements.

oot Sige Respect everyone
Protect the environment
Enjoy the outdoors

Follow advice and local signs

Share your pictures with us at #cranbornechase

Cranborne
Chase
National
Landscape

f X in
cranbornechase.org.uk

Cover image: © Sue Alston
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The Magic of Tisbury

and Old Wardour Castle
Historic Landscape and Civil War Hostility \ A

Cranborne '

Chase Approx

National 2.5

hours
Landscape Moderate



Directions

@ From the entrance to the main car park off Nadder Close
behind Tisbury’s quaint high street, turn left along The Avenue
and left again onto the busy High Street. At the Market Square
on the right, cross over the road and continue along Church
Road. After passing a tall brick building with a high roof, which
was formerly Tisbury Brewery and has now been converted to
private flats, turn left onto the path through the churchyard of
St. John the Baptist. The church is well worth visiting.

© Follow the path across the front of the church and turn left
then right, onto a pretty path which takes you alongside the
River Nadder and to the left of a children’s play area to the road
outside Tisbury Railway Station.

© Turn right along the roadside footway and continue under
the railway bridge to enter the road on the right, signposted to
Old Wardour Castle. At Wallmead Farm, on the left of the road,
follow the signposted public bridleway through the farmyard
and through a gate onto a farm track that leads uphill to fields.
A waymark on the gatepost points you across the centre of the
middle field. At the next field keep straight ahead through the
gate and up the side of the field with the hedge on your right.
Continue along the field path, go through a gap at the end of
field, onto a lane.

o The public bridleway leads through the field opposite and
then uphill to a road. Turn to the left, uphill along the road to
the next junction at High Wood. The field is grazed by cattle,

so if you wish to avoid walking amongst them you can instead
turn left along the lane and walk uphill to the junction at High
Wood. A stone-built house stands at the road junction at High
Wood. If you took the bridleway from Point 4, turn sharp right
in front of the house. If you took the road from Point 4, take the
left fork to pass the house. Stay on the road as it bends to the
left and downhill to Old Wardour Castle.

© Ourroute turns left onto a public bridleway along a track
between the woods and the castle car park and entrance,

but before you continue on your way you might wish to keep
straight ahead along the road to view Ark Farm, the large
ornamental Cresswell Pond and a number of interesting
historic houses. Once you have done that, take the bridleway
uphill past the car park and the entrance to the castle, and
under an archway that was built with stones from the ruins of
the castle.

o At the top of the hill, follow the bridleway around to the
left along a fenced path between fields. There are wonderful
views from here across to the escarpment of the downs. The
field on the left was a‘Park Pale) an area of land which was
used to enclose wild deer in the times when Cranborne Chase
was a medieval hunting ground. When you reach a crossing of
tracks at the end of the fields, enter the wood ahead and then
turn left along the track on the high ground inside the edge of
the wood. Follow this all the way to the end of the wood and
downhill to the road; you will now see that you have made a full
loop around High Wood and the Castle.

@ A single-story stone cottage stands beside the road. Go
downhill along the road, with the cottage on your right, and
then cross a waymarked stile and gate into a large field. Bear
diagonally to the right across the field, heading for a metal
kissing gate into the woodland on the far side, before and to
the left of the large barns at the field end.
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Q Follow the waymarked footpath uphill through the woods
and then along the left side of a field until it reaches a metal
gate onto a woodland track. Bear right along the track until you
see a waymark post indicating paths to the right, straight on
and to the left. Take the path to the left, over a small bridge, and
then straight across the next two fields. Totterdale Farm stands
on the high ground to your left. Keep straight on, uphill across
the fields then bear left alongside the wood to reach a stone
track next to the entrance gates to the farm.

© Turn right along the track to the road to follow a signposted
bridleway along a gravel track all the way to the next road.

@ Turn left along the road, past the entrance on the right to
Haredene Farm and Lime Cottage. A signposted public footpath
on the left of the road leads up steps and diagonally to the right
uphill across a field to a gap in the hedge. Bear diagonally to the
left across the next field to a gate in the far corner.

@ Keep to the fenced path alongside the next field, with the
railway line below and a superb view over Tisbury. Follow

the path through the next gate and downhill to the left, then
through another gate and down steps at Tisbury Railway
Station. Cross the railway through the white gates (take great
care to watch and listen for approaching trains) then bear left
along a lane to the road bridge over the River Nadder. Turn right
over the bridge and back to the Market Square and High Street.



