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A gentle circular walk through the pretty countryside . .
around the historic village of Witchampton, to Manswood, Explo"ng WItChampton
Chetterwood and Hemsworth, on lanes and paths used and Chetterwood

by our ancestors as far back as the Romans. Romans, Saxons, Saints and Earls

Start Point: Witchampton Shop and Club W3W: deep.gilding.ratio
0S Grid Reference: OS Explorer 118| ST988065.

Parking: The Witchampton Club and Shop have kindly given permission
for walkers to use their car park on weekdays only, up until 5pm. This area
will be busy at school drop-off and pick-up times. If parking at the roadside
please do not block driveways and field entrances, or park where your
vehicle will obstruct other traffic. Avoid damaging soft verges.

Terrain: Quiet lanes and tracks bridleways and footpaths through fields
and woods in undulating countryside. 1 stile and 1 gate.

Length: Approximately 6.4 miles / 10.3 km.
Approximate time: 3 hours.

m Dogs: Please clean up after your dogs and please keep them on a lead
wherever livestock are present.

Good to know: Witchampton shop is run by volunteers from the
community. Open 9am - 12 noon Monday to Saturday, 9am - 11am on
Sundays and Bank Holidays. In term time also open from 3pm - 4pm.
Refreshments: Witchampton and Crichel Club and Shop.

The information is only intended as a general guide. Please check local arrangements.

(/o"“trysideq’ Respect everyone
'A‘% Protect the environment
%‘ $ Enjoy the outdoors

< & Follow advice and local signs
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Directions

0 From the village shop, walk uphill along Pound Lane, then left
at the top of the hill before turning right onto Sheepdrove.

o Continue along the road to pass Sheephouse Farm then turn
right onto a signposted bridleway, Rowbarrow Lane. Pass Hilda
Cottages and continue straight ahead to reach a wide, grassy
footpath on the left. Follow the footpath to the road, turning right
onto the signposted bridleway which runs parallel to the road but
is separated from it by a hedge.

Q As the road and bridleway curve away to the right, go through
the gap in the hedge and cross the road at Manswood Farm onto a
bridleway which leads through a gate into the woods.

© stay on the bridleway until you come to a five-way junction

of tracks. Do not turn sharp left onto the first track but take the
left-hand one of the two tracks leading ahead through the wood,
then stay on this footpath with the woodland to your left and open
views across the fields to your right, as it descends the hill to a
T-junction with a bridleway.

e Turn left to follow the bridleway past farm buildings at Dean
Hill and then around to the right to pass Dean Farm and continue
until you meet the road.

© Cross the road onto the signposted bridleway which leads
uphill to Hemsworth. On reaching the farm, turn left along the
track and follow the waymarked roue across the farmyard, before
turning left through a gate onto a waymarked footpath along a
stone track fenced on either side between fields.
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© At the bottom of the
hill, cross the stile and
turn right along the road

to pass Bradford House.
When the road leads uphill
to a bend to the left, where
there is a small copse to the
right and a public bridleway from
the right meets the road, look for
a gap in the hedge on the left onto a
public footpath.

0 The path leads to the right, alongside the hedge on the

left. Where the hedge turns through 90 degrees to the right, go
through a gap in the hedge into the large field on the left. Go
straight over the crest of the hill and down to cross a footbridge
over a stream.

o Go straight across the field to a stile and gate into a hedged
lane, which leads uphill to a gate before a house on the left.
Continue straight ahead past the house to meet the road.

Turn right and follow the road into Witchampton to reach a
T-junction.

@ Before heading uphill to return to the centre of the village,
it is worth making a short detour to the right, downhill along
Witchampton Lane, to view across the field to the right

the ruins of Witchampton Abbey, then returning back up
Witchampton Lane to complete this walk by passing the church
and on to the village shop and club and the car park.




